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An Invitation to Join 
First Universalist Choir
Have you thought about singing in the 
choir?  YOU are welcome to join us!  Ability 
to read music and previous experience is 
helpful but not necessary.  An open heart, 
eagerness to learn and the desire to be 
part of a large and dynamic choral ensem-
ble are qualities we look for in new mem-
bers.   

Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 
7:00-9:00 PM. Contact randy@firstuniv.org 
for details.

Welcome!

First Universalist Church
of Minneapolis

your name is light

Rev. ruth mackenzie

First Universalist choir & orchestra

worship in music and message

december 14, 2014

We are so glad that you are here.  
At First Universalist Church, 
in the spirit of love and hope, 
we give, receive, and grow. 
We welcome, affirm, and protect the 
light in each human heart; we act outside 
of our walls; we listen to where love is 
calling us next. 

We do all this as a faith community 
committed to racial justice. These spiri-
tual practices and commitments are the 
ways we move in rhythm with the great 
love that is alive in the world. 

Helpful Information
Hearing Devices are available; please 
ask an usher. Cushions are available for 
the pews and are located next to the 
sound booth and at the entrance to the 
Sanctuary. Please return them to their 
home after the service. 
We also have Fragrance-Free rows 
marked in the balcony.
For more information about First 
Universalist, go to our website: 
www.firstuniversalistchurch.org, stop by 
our Information Center in the Social Hall 
downstairs after services, or call our church 
office, 612-825-1701. 

Are You Visiting?
Come to a brief orientation to First          
Universalist and Unitarian Universalism,  
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. 
Our next orientation takes place:           
Sunday, December21
Meet us in the front of the Sanctuary imme-
diately after the service. Find out more about 
our community in this 30-minute overview. 
No sign up needed and coffee & childcare are 
provided. 

The Visiting Families Welcome Station at 
the north end of the Religious Education 
wing has information about our Children, 
Youth & Family Ministries. Stop by if 
you are interested in learning more, or 
email our Director of Children, Youth 
& Family Ministries,  Lauren Wyeth at:               
lauren@firstuniv.org.
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Holiday Decorations

The holiday decorations are a heartfelt gift from the Visual Arts Committee to 
the congregation.

Offering: Beacon Interfaith Housing Collective

Beacon Interfaith is a Faith in Action partner with First Universalist Church and 60 
other congregations in the Twin Cities metro area to end homelessness through housing, 
shelter, and public advocacy. Their work focuses on calling for solutions to homelessness 
in our communities, creating affordable housing, and coordinating an emergency shelter 
program. First Universalist Church will soon be hosting families without shelter this 
coming winter.
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Music for Gathering      		                          Dr. Jerrod Wendland

Words of Welcome	 	                Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink
						                 Rev. Ruth MacKenzie
  

Bellsound

Hymn of Invitation #225 (please rise in body or spirit)		
	 O Come, O Come Emanuel			 
	

Perpetual Light
Light is the first thing created in mythologies of old.  

It is the most common religious description of the awakened 
heart. Light, life, and spirit are in a perpetual dance. 

Let us begin with light.

Anthem			            First Universalist Choir and Orchestra
	 Lux Aeterna -- Introitus                   Dr. Randal Buikema, Conductor
	 -Morten Lauridsen
	   Latin Texts 
 		             
	
	                   	  
Call to Light				            Rev. Ruth MacKenzie
					                 Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink

Hymn of Light #89 (please rise in body or spirit)			 
	 Come My Way, My Truth, My Life	
	

Lighting the Chalice			           
	 Love is the spirit of this church, 
	 and service is its law. 
	 This is our great covenant: 
	 To dwell together in peace, 
	 to seek the truth in love, 
	 and to help one another.

  	 -James V. Blake
	 (reprinted with permission by the UUA)

Light from darkness
In the beginning, the cosmos was a very dark place, a very dense place. There 

were no stars, no galaxies. Light came into being out of darkness, out of 
density. Even in our darkest days, in our most heavy of times, 

light is present and a way emerges.

Anthem					           First Universalist Choir and Orchestra
	 Lux Aeterna -- In Te, Domine, Speravi	                Dr. Randal Buikema, Conductor

Silence

Cycle of Life		             		                        Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink

    light within light
Light can be described as our visual perception of radiant energy. However, 
light is more than what we can see. It is ultra violet, infrared, microwave, 

and radiowave.  Light comes in all shapes.  Light holds all colors.

Anthem					           First Universalist Choir and Orchestra
	 Lux Aeterna -- O Nata Lux                		     Dr. Randal Buikema, Conductor
	

Message						            	         Rev. Ruth MacKenzie 
	 Your Name Is Light

    Spirit of Light
Like spirit, light is beyond us, within us, and among us. 

Like spirit, light is potential and manifestation. 
Let there be light, let there be love in the world and in our hearts.

Anthem					           First Universalist Choir and Orchestra
	 Lux Aeterna --Veni, Sancte Spiritus                    Dr. Randal Buikema, Conductor
	

Worship Theme: Slow Church

In our commodified society, we are told over and over again that 
what we own is what we’re worth, that “buying” some thing will 
bring happiness. In the ancient world, a form of “buying” meant 
buying back life, delivering a life from slavery based on the pay-

ment of a price by the redeemer. This form of buying was called re-
demption.  This month we will focus our attention on buying back 

our lives, of practicing redemption for our own lives and others. 
The first step in this exchange is slowing down. We will practice 

mindfulness, listening, and opening to the spirit.  

We will practice slow church.

Message					                Rev. Ruth MacKenzie 
	 Buying Back Your Light

living in Light
Light’s potential only finds its particular expression through 

relationship. Our spirit’s potential also 
finds its expression through relationship.  
Let us respond to the eternal invitation: 

the potential of an awakened life.

Offertory and Closing Blessing	         First Universalist Choir 	
	 Lux Aeterna -- Agnus Dei			              and Orchestra
	 		                                           Dr. Randal Buikema, Conductor
	  

Closing Words		       		             Rev. Ruth MacKenzie

Blessing in Song   # 413	 	
 	 Go Now in Peace
	 (Sung in Canon)

Music for the Journey		                          Dr. Jerrod Wendland

If you would like to learn more about Morten Lauridsen and Lux Aeterna, 
visit: http://www.sfchoral.org/site/morten-lauridsen-lux-aeterna

			                       


