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Let Us Keep You In 
Our Thoughts & 
Prayers
If you are experiencing a crisis or 
transition, or celebrating a joy —please 
let us know. To be included in our Cycle 
of Life each Sunday in worship, contact 
Sandy DiNanni at sandy@firstuniv.
org or 612-825-1701. If you would like 
support, contact the church office or Rev. 
Ruth MacKenzie at 612-825-1701 or any 
member of our Pastoral Visitor Team.

Celebrating our 
Generosity
Offering plates from Sunday Service:              
1/21 Beacon Interfaith Housing $1,503.31

1/28 Navigate MN $1,167.96

2/4 TruArtSpeaks $956.64

Know a charitable organization that shares our 
commitment to justice and equity? Nominate an 
offering recipient at: firstuniversalistchurch.org/
offering-plate.

New: Text to Give!
To make a donation to the offering plate via 
credit card, use your smartphone to text firstuniv 
to 73256. You'll receive a link to a secure form 
where you can enter your information. You may 
also still use the Square Cash app using our cash 
tag, $firstuniv. Thank you for your generosity! 

We are so glad you are here.  
At First Universalist Church, in the spirit of 
love and hope, we give, receive, and grow. 
We welcome, affirm, and protect the light 
in each human heart; we listen deeply to 
where love is calling us next; and we act 
with humility, bravery, and compassion in 
service to justice. We do all this as a faith 
community committed to racial justice. 
These spiritual practices and commitments 
are the ways we move in rhythm with the 
great love that is alive in the world. 

The Weekly Liberal
The Weekly Liberal, our email newsletter 
is published on Thursdays. Subscribe at: 
firstuniversalistchurch.org/the-weekly-liberal/.

Helpful Information
Hearing devices are available; please ask an 
usher. Cushions are available for the pews 
and are located next to the sound booth 
and at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Please 
return them to their home after the service. 
We also have fragrance-free rows marked 
in the balcony. For more information, stop 
by our Information Center in the Social Hall 
downstairs, call 612-825-1701, or visit our 
website: firstuniversalistchurch.org.

Are You Visiting?
Come to a brief orientation to First          
Universalist and Unitarian Universalism. 

Our next orientation 
takes place: Sunday, March 4
Meet us in the front of the Sanctuary 
immediately after the service. Find out 
more about our community in this 
45-minute overview. No sign up needed. 
Childcare is provided during the session 
after the 11:15 a.m. service. 
The Visiting Families Welcome Station 
at the north end of the Religious Education 
wing has information about our Children, 
Youth & Family Ministries. Stop by if you are 
interested in learning more, or email Director 
of Children, Youth & Family Ministries 
Lauren Wyeth at: lauren@firstuniv.org.

Comfort Shawls
Do you like to knit? Contact Pat Foulkes 
at pfoulkes@hotmail.com, for directions 
for the comfort shawls that we distribute 
to congregants in times of need. If you 
know somebody who is in need of a 
Comfort Shawl; contact Susan Schonfeld at 
susanwschonfeld@gmail.com or Mary Ellison 
at maryellison2491@comcast.net.

Worship Theme: The Long Haul (Perseverance)

We welcome, affirm, and protect the light in each human heart; we listen 
deeply to where love is calling us next; and we act with humility, bravery, and 
compassion in service to justice. We do all this as a faith community committed 
to racial justice. 

Sanctuary and Resistance 
at First Universalist
1. Sign up: Get on the Sanctuary and 
Resistance listserv to get messages about 
upcoming actions, needs, and events. 
Contact: resistance@firstuniv.org.

2. Join ‘ART for Action’: Help build 
the First Universalist Sanctuary and 
Resistance Immigrant Fund: https://
tinyurl.com/1U-immigrantfund by 
donating, getting an Interfaith Spiritual 
Practice bracelet, or developing your 
own creative response to raising money 
for the fund with your friends and 
family: art sales, concerts, cook-offs, 
or make and take events—all ideas are 
welcome! Contact: Denise Konen at 
denise@netgains.net.

3. Values Action Group: Join others 
working to advance a progressive agenda 
which includes racial, economic and 
immigrant justice. In collaboration with 
ISAIAH, we are aligning with other faith 
communities and non-profits to garner 
support for these issues in the political 
arena. Contact: Jeanne Guignon at 
jeanneg195@gmail.com.

Electronics Collection 
Event March 17
Drop off your unneeded electronics in the 
church parking lot on Saturday, March 17 
between 9 a.m. and noon! We’re partnering 
with Tech Dump, a local nonprofit which 
provides job training and practical 
experience for adults facing barriers to 
employment, for this electronics collection 
event. Tech Dump reuses and recycles, 
offering a “green” alternative to throwing 
away your old electronics. Find details in 
our email newsletter and on our website. 
Mark your calendars now, and plan your 
spring cleaning! 

Project Art for Nature: 
Artists’ Reception Today
The exhibit currently in our social hall 
gallery showcases artwork featuring the 
waters and land along the Mississippi 
River and its tributaries, by four members 
of Project Art for Nature: Suzanne Lewis 
(botanical drawings), Tom McGregor 
(plein air paintings), Robyn Beth 
Priestley (mixed media block prints) and 
Diane Wesman (paintings). Meet the 
artists at a reception in the social hall 
today after services!

Conversations on Racial 
Justice, Affordable 
Housing, and Homelessness
Join us on Sunday, March 4 (1-3 p.m.) 
or Tuesday, March 6 (7-9 p.m.) for a 
round table discussion exploring our 
individual and collective perspectives and 
hopes around the issues of racial justice, 
affordable housing, and homelessness. 
Both sessions will be preceded by a simple 
complimentary soup and bread lunch 
or supper 30 minutes before the session 
starts. Our congregation is holding these 
conversations to explore the intersection 
between systemic racism and housing 
inequity. As congregational members of 
Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative, 
our collective ideas will help form future 
decisions on the next steps in eliminating 
homelessness and creating affordable 
housing in the Twin Cities.

Camp UniStar Info Table
Come visit the UniStar table in the Social 
Hall today after services. You will find 
program and registration information 
as well as enthusiastic congregation 
members who are also UniStar campers 
to answer your questions. 



Music for Gathering Franco Holder

 
Words of Welcome  Rev. Justin Schroeder

Bellsound

Prelude            Dean Magraw
 The Welcome
 - Dean Magraw

Call to Worship   Jason Tenbrink

Opening Song (Please rise in body or spirit)  

 Moral Revolution
 - Rev. Ruth MacKenzie
 

Lighting the Chalice                    
 Love is the spirit of this church 
 And service is its law.
 This is our great covenant:
 To dwell together in peace,
 To seek the truth in love,
 And to help one another.   

 - James V. Blake

 (Reprinted with permission by the UUA)           

Musical Interlude             Franco Holder

Faithful Action Spotlight on 
Simpson Housing Services                        Charlotte Kinzley

Musical Response             Dean Magraw
 Eva Arriving 
 - Dean Magraw
 

Reflections from Residents of  
Oak Grove Mobile Home Park Mireya Ortiz
 María Salazar
 Adriana Cerrillo (Interpreter)

Musical Reflection Dean Magraw 
 Mná na hÉireann (Women of Ireland)
 - Seán Ó Riada, lyrics by Peadar Ó Doirnín

Silence

Cycle of Life                                                Rev. Justin Schroeder

Hymn of Prayer #123  (Please remain seated) 
 Spirit of Life 
 Spirit of life, come unto me,
 Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion
 Blow in the wind, rise in the sea:
 Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
 Roots hold me close. Wings set me free.
 Spirit of Life, come to me. Come to me.
 - Carolyn McDade  

 (Reprinted with permission by the UUA) 

Musical Offering   Dean Magraw
 Ek Se Ou Windhoek Toe Nou 
 - Abdullah Ibrahim 

Reflection Steve Kraemer

Offertory         Dean Magraw
 Improvisations
 

Reflection             Cindy Candela Gonzaga

Closing Hymn #1017 (Please rise in body or spirit)  

 Building a New Way 

 
Closing Words          Rev. Justin Schroeder

Blessing in Song  #413 
  Go Now in Peace 
 

Worship Leaders
Rev. Justin Schroeder  Senior Minister
Rev. Ruth MacKenzie  Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 
Jason Tenbrink   Worship Associate
Franco Holder   Pianist
Guest Speakers (See names and bios below.)
Dean Magraw   Guest Musician
Deirdra Andrews   9:30 A.M. Chalice Lighter
Henry Mitchell-Crow  11:15 A.M. Chalice Lighter

Chancel Flowers
Today's flowers were arranged by Lena Vdakes of the Visual Arts Committee.

Offering: Simpson Housing Services (See insert.)

About Today's Guest Speakers
Charlotte Kinzley joined Simpson Housing Services in 2013 after 13 years of 
working with families in an emergency shelter setting. As the Children and 
Youth Programs Manager, Charlotte develops and supports programming for 
children and youth in the Family Housing Program.
Steve Kraemer Steve Kraemer is the director of Conversations with Friends 
(CWF), a volunteer organization dedicated to visiting and supporting detained 
immigrants in Minnesota. Through CWF's group visits, letter-writing, and other 
programs, CWF volunteers are in solidarity with those in immigration detention 
who suffer from isolation, loneliness, uncertainty, and fear as they face deportation 
and, likely permanent, separation from their family, friends, and community.
Mireya Ortiz is from Mexico and has lived for 8 years in New Brighton. She 
was stopped by immigration and is fighting back against the abuses of the 
manager at Oak Grove Mobile Home Park as part of the resident group and 
has filed a complaint with the state department of Human Rights.
María Salazar is a mother of four whose husband was detained and deported 
after being picked up by ICE outside of the New Brighton Mobile Home 
Park in March 2017. She is now the sole income earner for her family, has 
had to leave the mobile home park, and has filed a complaint with the state 
department of Human Rights.
Cindy Candela Gonzaga is a 9th grader at Irondale High School. Cindy's 
father was detained by ICE on January 24. Her family has been active in the 
immigrant rights movement with MIRAC, and Cindy is part of the Youth 
Resistance Circle at Venture Academy. She is currently leading the effort to 
organize an immigration forum at her high school.
Adriana Cerrillo was born and raised in Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico. At the age 
of 15, her mother decided to move to Brownsville, Texas. Suddenly, she’d become 
an undocumented immigrant in a country she was forced to moved to. Adriana is 
an activist and community organizer who has been working on influencing policies 
for Comprehensive Immigration Reform since 2007.

About Today's Guest Musician
Dean Magraw is a consummate guitarist, playing with wit and soulful abandon. 
Transcending genre, he has performed with a cornucopia of collaborators from 
jazz organist Jack McDuff to folk icon Greg Brown, traditional Irish supergroup 
Altan to classical violinist Nigel Kennedy.


