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Let Us Keep You In 
Our Thoughts & 
Prayers
If you are experiencing a crisis or 
transition, or celebrating a joy —please 
let us know. To be included in our Cycle 
of Life each Sunday in worship, contact 
Sandy DiNanni at sandy@firstuniv.org or 
612-825-1701. 

If you would like support, contact the 
church office at 612-825-1701 or any 
member of our Pastoral Care Team.

Celebrating our 
Generosity
Offering plates from Sunday Service:              
5/7    TRUST, Inc. $711.69

5/14  COA Boston Trip $720.41

5/21  Senior High Youth Trips $866.11

Know a charitable organization that shares our 
commitment to justice and equity? Nominate an 
offering recipient at: firstuniversalistchurch.org/
offering-plate.

If you’d like to make a donation but don’t have 
cash, use the Square Cash App. It takes no time 
at all to set up and use! First Universalist’s cash 
tag is $firstuniv. For more information, go to 
http://firstuniversalistchurch.org/new-giving-
option-square-cash/.

We are so glad you are here.  
At First Universalist Church, in the spirit of 
love and hope, we give, receive, and grow. 
We welcome, affirm, and protect the light 
in each human heart; we listen deeply to 
where love is calling us next; and we act 
with humility, bravery, and compassion in 
service to justice. We do all this as a faith 
community committed to racial justice. 
These spiritual practices and commitments 
are the ways we move in rhythm with the 
great love that is alive in the world. 

The Weekly Liberal
The Weekly Liberal is published on Thursdays. 
Subscribe at: firstuniversalistchurch.org/the-
weekly-liberal/ 
Do you have news or information you’d like 
published? Fill out the submission form on 
our website!

Helpful Information
Hearing devices are available; please ask an 
usher. Cushions are available for the pews 
and are located next to the sound booth 
and at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Please 
return them to their home after the service. 
We also have fragrance-free rows marked 
in the balcony. For more information, stop 
by our Information Center in the Social Hall 
downstairs, call 612-825-1701, or visit our 
website: firstuniversalistchurch.org.Are You Visiting?

Come to a brief orientation to First          
Universalist and Unitarian Universalism,  
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. 

Our next orientation 
takes place: Sunday, June 4
Meet us in the front of the Sanctuary 
immediately after the service. Find out more 
about our community in this 45-minute 
overview. No sign up needed. Childcare is 
provided during the session after the 10 a.m. 
service. 
The Visiting Families Welcome Station 
at the north end of the Religious Education 
wing has information about our Children, 
Youth & Family Ministries. Stop by if you are 
interested in learning more, or email Director 
of Children, Youth & Family Ministries 
Lauren Wyeth at: lauren@firstuniv.org.

Need a Ride?
We can help with at least two weeks' notice. 
Contact Anne McBean at 612-388-0660 
or mcbea001@yahoo.com if you need help 
with a ride or would like to offer a ride to a 
congregant.

Worship Theme: Embodiment

We welcome, affirm, and protect the light in each human heart; we listen 
deeply to where love is calling us next; and we act with humility, bravery, and 
compassion in service to justice. We do all this as a faith community committed 
to racial justice. 

Registration for 
2017-2018 Religious 
Education 
RE registration for the 2017-2018 
church year is now open online at: 
http://1stureligiouseducation.weebly.com/.

Lake Harriet 
Bandshell Outdoor 
Worship & Picnic
Save the date for our annual worship 
service and potluck picnic at the Lake 
Harriet Bandshell: Sunday, Aug. 20 at 10 
a.m.

Summer Sundays at First 
Universalist
Worship Services are held at 10 a.m. 
during the summer. We ask that you 
please bring your own mug to the social 
hour after the service. This helps save on 
water, labor, and keeps the kitchen cool 
during the hot summer months. See you 
in church! 

Flower Communion 
Sunday, June 4
Please bring a flower from your yard to 
contribute to the creation of beautiful 
bouquets during June 4th's Flower 
Communion Sunday. We celebrate the 
variety of peoples, contexts, and faiths 
represented in bouquets of beauty that is 
this congregation.

Capital Campaign 
Update: $4,968,917
Thank you to all those who have 
generously given as of May 24! Thus far, we 
have received $4,968,917 in pledges from 
members toward our capital campaign. 
The goal of the campaign is to visit 
with everyone in the First Universalist 
community. If you have not yet had a 
visit, sign up online at http://tinyurl.com/
CampaignVisit.

Summer Sundays for 
Kids Beginning June 4
From Memorial Day weekend through 
Labor Day, we have one worship 
service at 10 a.m. In the summer 
months, Sunday morning childcare and 
Religious Education classes are offered 
for children ages 6 months through 
those entering 6th grade in the Fall. 
There is no pre-registration required for 
Summer Sundays -- simply sign your 
child in at the classroom: babies (ages 
6-17 months) in Room 102; toddlers/
preschoolers (ages 18 months-3 years) 
in Room 100; children ages 4 years 
through kids entering 1st grade in Room 
104; kids entering 2nd-6th grade in the 
Chalice Room. Youth entering 7th-12th 
grade attend service with their family. 

Annual Meeting is 
Sunday, June 4
Please join us for our Annual Meeting 
next Sunday, June 4 at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. This year our church business 
is limited to approval of the annual 
budget and the election of members to 
the Board of Trustees, the Foundation 
Board, and the Nominating Committee. 
This is a time when we celebrate a 
successful year and conduct the business 
of this church that only church members 
can do. We need a quorum to conduct 
the meeting - please give us the gift of 
your time so that we may complete this 
work!



Music for Gathering Dr. Jerrod Wendland 
 
 
Words of Welcome  Rev. Jen Crow

Bellsound

Prelude    Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 Four Soy Lattes 
 - Valentyn Sylvestrov
 

Call to Worship  Sophia Manolis
 

Opening Hymn #159 (Please rise in body or spirit)   

 This Is My Song

Lighting the Chalice                    
 Love is the spirit of this church 
 And service is its law.
 This is our great covenant:
 To dwell together in peace,
 To seek the truth in love,
 And to help one another.   

 -James V. Blake

 (reprinted with permission by the UUA)           

Musical Interlude    Dr. Jerrod Wendland

Silence 

Cycle of Life                                                Rev. Jen Crow

Hymn of Prayer #123   (please remain seated) 
 Spirit of Life 
 Spirit of life, come unto me,
 Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion
 Blow in the wind, rise in the sea:
 Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
 Roots hold me close. Wings set me free.
 Spirit of Life, come to me. Come to me.
 -Carolyn McDade  

 (reprinted with permission by the UUA) 

Reading  
 Contact 
 - Gordon B. McKeeman 

  
Musical Offering  Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 Avocado Toast 
 - Valentyn Sylvestrov

 
Sermon Terri Burnor

 A New Ending

Offertory            Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 No Mortgage Payment 
 - Valentyn Sylvestrov

    
Closing Hymn #108 (Please rise in body or spirit)   

 My Life Flows on in Endless Song
 

Closing Words          Terri Burnor

Blessing in Song  #413 
  Go Now in Peace 
 

Worship Leaders
Terri Burnor   Guest Preacher
Rev. Jen Crow   Executive Minister
Sophia Manolis   Worship Associate
Dr. Jerrod Wendland  Pianist

Chancel Flowers
Today's flowers are a gift from Kathleen O'Donnell and Kyle Burrows in 
celebration of their wedding that was held in the Sanctuary, yesterday.

Offering: Gardening Matters
Gardening Matters supports successful, sustainable gardens, and inspires 
gardeners to build resilient communities as they grow their own fresh food. 
Their vision is to create a just, diverse, and sustainable local food system where 
home and community gardens build stronger communities for the future. 
Gardening Matters currently coordinates seven Hubs including in North 
Minneapolis, Phillips, and East St. Paul. These Hubs help community and 
backyard gardeners access basic supplies for growing their own food as well as 
classes on topics such as garden planning and preserving the harvest.

About today's Guest Preacher
Terri Burnor is a candidate for ministry and a 2015 graduate of United 
Theological Seminary in New Brighton. She just finished serving as a CPE 
Chaplain for a corrections reentry center (also known as a halfway house). In the 
2015/2016 church year, she was the full-time Intern Minister for First Unitarian 
Portland in Oregon. Terri lives in St. Paul with her spouse and their dog.

Musical Notes from Dr. Jerrod Wendland
Valentyn Sylvestrov (b. 1937) is a Ukrainian composer. As a young man during 
the Cold War, he received a rigorous training in Soviet musical practices (loud, 
simple, and ideological), as well as in the atonal/serial techniques of the West 
(dissonant, complex, and intellectual). In the '70s, he abruptly rejected both 
directions and withdrew inward, writing music that sounds like a distant 
memory or a dim echo of romantic music, often very quiet. Sylvestrov regards 
his work both as spiritual and as a postlude to a musical tradition that has 
already ended: "I do not write new music. My music is a response to and an 
echo of what already exists."

May Worship Theme: Embodiment
In her poem, “Shoulders,” Naomi Shihab Nye describes a man carrying his child 
across a busy street. He looks left and right several times, knowing he carries 
precious cargo. As he does,“His ear fills up with breathing. He hears the hum 
of a boy’s dream deep inside him.” She then says, “We’re not going to be able to 
live in this world if we’re not willing to do what he’s doing with one another.” 
Religion is more than just affirming a set of beliefs. Religion is embodying those 
principles in the real world, as a parent, a friend, an advocate, an ally, a lover, 
a colleague. We are here to have our ears filled with the world’s breathing and 
embody the hum of one another’s dreaming deep inside our living. 


