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Also Happening April 10
Join us in the Social Hall after both 
services next Sunday for an Artist’s 
Reception for Robin Colerin, whose 
work is on view in the Social Hall April 
3 through May 22. Twin Cities Habitat 
Housing Heroes will also be in the 
social hall so that you can learn about 
affordable housing, sign postcards to 
your legislators, and take a fun Housing 
Hero picture! At 1 p.m., Paula Maccabee 
from WaterLegacy will speak about 
Minnesota’s first proposed copper-
nickel mine project and its threats to our 
climate.

Behold

Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink

April 3, 2016

Let Us Keep You In 
Our Thoughts & 
Prayers
If you are experiencing a crisis or 
transition, or celebrating a joy —please 
let us know. To be included in our Cycle 
of Life each Sunday in worship, contact 
Sandy DiNanni at sandy@firstuniv.org or 
612-825-1701. 

If you would like support, contact Rev. Jen 
Crow (jen@firstuniv.org or 612-825-1701) 
or any member of our Pastoral Care Team.

Celebrating our 
Generosity
Offering plates from Sunday Service:  

3/6     MCCC $803.17

3/13   Good Karma Animal Rescue of MN $668.39

3/20   Veterans Resilience Project $773.21

Know a charitable organization that shares our 
commitment to justice and equity? Nominate an 
offering recipient at: firstuniversalistchurch.org/
offering-plate.

If you’d like to make a donation but don’t have 
cash, use the Square Cash App. It takes no time 
at all to set up and use! First Universalist’s cash 
tag is $firstuniv. For more information, go to 
http://firstuniversalistchurch.org/new-giving-
option-square-cash/.

We are so glad you are here.  
At First Universalist Church, in the spirit of 
love and hope, we give, receive, and grow. 

We welcome, affirm, and protect the light 
in each human heart; we act outside of our 
walls; we listen to where love is calling us 
next. We do all this as a faith community 
committed to racial justice. These spiritual 
practices and commitments are the ways 
we move in rhythm with the great love that 
is alive in the world. 

The Weekly Liberal
The Weekly Liberal is published on Thursdays. 
Subscribe at: firstuniversalistchurch.org/the-
weekly-liberal/ 
Do you have news or information you’d like 
published? Fill out the submission form on 
our website!

Helpful Information
Hearing devices are available; please ask an 
usher. Cushions are available for the pews 
and are located next to the sound booth 
and at the entrance to the Sanctuary. Please 
return them to their home after the service. 
We also have fragrance-free rows marked 
in the balcony. For more information, stop 
by our Information Center in the Social Hall 
downstairs, call 612-825-1701, or visit our 
website: firstuniversalistchurch.org.

Are You Visiting?
Come to a brief orientation to First          
Universalist and Unitarian Universalism,  
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. 

Our next orientation 
takes place: Today!
Meet us in the front of the Sanctuary 
immediately after the service. Find out more 
about our community in this 45-minute 
overview. No sign up needed. Childcare is 
provided after the 11:15 service. 
The Visiting Families Welcome Station at 
the north end of the Religious Education 
wing has information about our Children, 
Youth & Family Ministries. Stop by if you 
are interested in learning more, or email 
Director of Children, Youth & Family 
Ministries Lauren Wyeth at: lauren@
firstuniv.org.

Meal Support
New baby? Illness? Accident? Let us know 
if you or somebody in our community 
would like us to create a meal train for you.  
Meal trains typically run two to six weeks 
depending on need and give congregants 
a way to help. Contact Kathy Urberg, 
kathyurberg@gmail.com.

Worship Theme: Sacrament

Choir-led Worship 
Next Sunday
The First Universalist Choir and 
Orchestra will perform Gabriel Fauré’s 
Requiem in special choir-led worship 
services next Sunday, April 10, at 9:30 
and 11:15 a.m. Come experience why 
this work has become among the 
most beloved in the choral repertoire! 
Fauré’s Requiem is structured in seven 
movements and scored for soprano and 
baritone soloists, choir, and full orchestra. 
Between movements, there will be 
hymns, readings and meditations.

Beyond Banners: 
Engaging Political 
Space for Justice
On Wednesday, April 6 from 6:30-8 p.m.,                                                                  
join Lena K. Gardner and Caitlin 
Breedlove from the Standing on the 
Side of Love campaign in a real world 
discussion about the new political spaces 
opened up by the movement for Black 
lives. We’ll talk about how we as people 
of faith can take risks to birth more 
justice into the world in political spaces 
that make sense for our various social 
and political identities, and how to stay 
accountable. The group will meet in the 
Chalice Room.

Guest at Your Table: 
Take Home a Box!
Each year, our congregation celebrates 
Guest At Your Table, a nationwide UU 
fundraiser for the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee. UUSC focuses on 
grassroots-driven initiatives to advance 
the cause of human rights, in the 
U.S. and around the world. Whether 
helping refugees from the Middle East, 
supporting the human right to water 
in Flint, or advocating for the rights of 
workers in the informal economy in 
Africa, UUSC is grounded in our UU 
values. Starting this Sunday, Guest At 
Your Table boxes will be available for 
you to take home. Add your donations 
and good wishes, and bring them back 
to church by May 1. This is the work of 
our church!

Bde/Mde Maka Ska                   
Community 
Conversation
“Inspired Action and Innovation” is 
the theme for the next Bde/Mde Maka 
Ska conversation First Universalist 
is hosting on Saturday, April 9 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Come and join our 
next exciting community conversation 
regarding personal and collective 
commitments and paths forward. 
Celebrate with us what we have learned 
and transformed in our conversation 
process, so far, as well as our initiation 
of cross-level projects and innovation 
teams.

Save the Date
Congregational Budget Meetings will 
be held on Sunday, May 1 at 12:30 p.m. 
and on Monday, May 9 at 7 p.m. The 
Annual Meeting of the Membership 
will be held on Sunday, June 5 at 11:30 
a.m.



Music for Gathering Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 The Köln Concert (excerpts)    
 - Keith Jarrett

Words of Welcome  Rev. Justin Schroeder 
     

Prelude    Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 The Köln Concert (excerpts) 
 - Keith Jarrett  

        
Wisdom Story    Rev. Justin Schroeder
 Guest at Our Table    
  

Opening Hymn #1000 (Please stand in body or spirit)    
 Morning Has Come

           
Lighting the Chalice                                         
 
 Love is the spirit of this church        
 And service is its law.
 This is our great covenant:
 To dwell together in peace,
 To seek the truth in love,
 And to help one another.

   -James V. Blake

 (reprinted with permission by the UUA) 

Music for Journeying      
 May Love Surround You     

 May love surround you, with warm gentle arms.
 May love surround you, and keep you from harm.
 And may you always, continue to grow.
 Know that we’re with you, wherever you go.
 - Carole Etzler

Silence

Cycle of Life                                                Rev. Justin Schroeder

Hymn of Prayer #123   (please remain seated)
 Spirit of Life 
 Spirit of life, come unto me,
 Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion
 Blow in the wind, rise in the sea:
 Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
 Roots hold me close. Wings set me free.
 Spirit of Life, come to me. Come to me.
 -Carolyn McDade  

 (reprinted with permission by the UUA)

Readings                  
 Excerpts from Exodus 33         Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink

 A Note Rev. Justin Schroeder
 -Wislawa Szymborska, translated from Polish by 
   Stanislaw Baranczak and Clare Cavanagh 

  
Musical Offering                  Dr. Jerrod Wendland 
 The Köln Concert (excerpts) 
 - Keith Jarrett 

 
Sermon              Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink

 Behold              

 
Offertory             Dr. Jerrod Wendland 
 The Köln Concert (excerpts) 
 - Keith Jarrett

Closing Hymn #1064 (Please stand in body or spirit)    
 Blue Boat Home

Closing Words          Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink

Blessing in Song  #413 
  Go Now in Peace

Worship Leaders
Rev. Elaine Aron Tenbrink  Minister of Membership & Adult Ministries
Rev. Justin Schroeder  Senior Minister
Dr. Jerrod Wendland  Pianist
Braeden Dahmes  11:15 A.M. Chalice Lighter

Chancel Flowers
Today’s flowers were arranged by Dick Rueter of the Visual Arts Committee.

Offering: The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) is a human rights 
organization powered by grassroots collaboration. In more than a dozen 
countries throughout the world, UUSC fosters social justice and works toward 
a world free from oppression. UUSC’s innovative approaches and measurable 
impact are grounded in the moral belief that all people have inherent power, 
dignity, and rights. Learn more at: http://www.uusc.org.

Musical Notes by Jerrod Wendland
The Köln Concert by Keith Jarrett (b. 1945) is the best-selling piano recording 
in history, as well as proof that great art often derives from great limitations. 
Jarrett arrived at the Cologne Opera House exhausted and suffering from back 
pain (he wore a brace for the performance), only to find that the piano he 
selected for the midnight concert was still in storage; the staff had mistakenly 
put out a beat-up rehearsal instrument, which was only barely playable even 
after hours of work by technicians. His whole style of playing on the recording 
was conditioned by the fact that some parts of the piano didn’t sound good and 
the pedals weren’t working right. Jarrett himself has been frustrated that people 
remain fixated on this one performance, at the expense of all of the possible 
music that can be heard: “We also have to learn to forget music; otherwise we 
become addicted to the past.”

April Worship Theme: Sacrament
The traditional definition of sacrament is an outward, visible sign of an 
invisible reality of good and grace. Our Protestant ancestors understood 
baptism and communion to be sacraments. But what would life look like if 
sacrament was more than a sign but an invitation to live the reality of good and 
grace into existence?  The mystic poet Rumi writes, “I stood before a silkworm 
one day. And that night my heart said to me: ‘I can do things like that, I can 
spin skies, I can be woven into love that can bring warmth to people; I can be 
soft against a crying face...So we began and will never cease.” This month we 
ask, how can our lives become sacraments? What does it mean to live invisible 
truth into being?

A Note About RE Classes
Due to Spring Break, there are no Religious Education classes for children 
and youth this morning. The first Sunday of each month is Sharing Sunday; 
children ages 4 years through 5th grade attend the first part of the service 
with their families. Following the Music for Journeying, children who wish to 
leave the service will be excused to childcare. Childcare providers will meet 
them just outside the Sanctuary doors. Preschool and Pre K play in Room 
104; Kindergarten and 1st graders are in Room 105; 2nd-5th graders go to the 
Chalice Room.


