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Get Connected

Slavery by Another 
Name Video 
Discussion 
Join us for a discussion and viewing 
of excerpts from Slavery by Another 
Name, a documentary which challenges 
one of Americans’ most cherished 
assumptions: the belief that slavery in this 
country ended with the Emancipation 
Proclamation. This drop-in discussion is 
offered twice: today at 1 p.m. and Tuesday, 
Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. 

Hauling Out Stones

Rev. Justin Schroeder

December 6, 2015

Remembering Loved 
Ones: Help Needed 
with Poinsettia 
Delivery
We need your help delivering poinsettias 
to members and friends who have lost 
loved ones in the past year, who are 
struggling with ongoing illness, or who 
are living in nursing homes. Caring 
for each other, offering support and 
comfort in times of illness and loss, 
and remembering those times as the 
year moves on are essential to what 
we do as a religious community. Next 
Sunday, Dec. 13, poinsettias ready for 
delivery will be in the foyer outside 
the sanctuary doors with the cards 
and addresses of recipients. Please 
help us by picking up a poinsettia and 
card to deliver to a member of our 
church community. Some of you will 
find your name on the list. Please take 
your poinsettia as a remembrance of 
your loss and of the love and caring that 
surrounds you.

Let Us Keep You In Our 
Thoughts & Prayers
If you are experiencing a crisis or transition, 
or celebrating a joy —please let us know. 
To be included in our Cycle of Life each 
Sunday in worship, contact Sandy DiNanni 
at sandy@firstuniv.org or 612-825-1701. 

If you would like support, contact Rev. Jen 
Crow (jen@firstuniv.org or 612-825-1701) 
or any member of our Pastoral Care Team.

Celebrating our 
Generosity
Offering plates from Sunday Service:

11/15  Senior Corps Programs $590.64       

11/22  Beacon, Holiday Giving $2,931.34*

11/29  Joyce Uptown Foodshelf $1,070.50

*100% of the offering to Holiday Giving

Know a charitable organization that shares our 
commitment to justice and equity? Nominate an 
offering recipient at: firstuniversalistchurch.org/
offering-plate

You can give online through the Square Cash 
App. Our cashtag is $firstuniv. Thanks!

We are so glad you are here.  
At First Universalist Church, in the spirit of 
love and hope, we give, receive, and grow. 

We welcome, affirm, and protect the light 
in each human heart; we act outside of our 
walls; we listen to where love is calling us 
next. We do all this as a faith community 
committed to racial justice. These spiritual 
practices and commitments are the ways 
we move in rhythm with the great love that 
is alive in the world. 

The Weekly Liberal
The Weekly Liberal (our email newsletter) 
is published on Thursdays. Subscribe at: 
firstuniversalistchurch.org/the-weekly-
liberal/ 

Do you have news or information you’d like 
published? Fill out the submission form on 
our website!

Helpful Information
Hearing Devices are available; please ask 
an usher. Cushions are available for the 
pews and are located next to the sound 
booth and at the entrance to the Sanctuary. 
Please return them to their home after 
the service. We also have fragrance-free 
rows marked in the balcony. For more 
information, stop by our Information 
Center in the Social Hall downstairs, 
call 612-825-1701, or visit our website: 
firstuniversalistchurch.org.

Are You Visiting?
Come to a brief orientation to First          
Universalist and Unitarian Universalism,  
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. 

Our next orientation 
takes place: Today!
Meet us in the front of the Sanctuary 
immediately after the service. Find out 
more about our community in this 
45-minute overview. No sign up needed 
and coffee & childcare are provided. 

The Visiting Families Welcome Station at 
the north end of the Religious Education 
wing has information about our Children, 
Youth & Family Ministries. Stop by if you 
are interested in learning more, or email 
Director of Children, Youth & Family 
Ministries Lauren Wyeth at: lauren@
firstuniv.org.

New Baby Welcome
Having a baby? Want to help welcome a new 
baby? Contact Ann Terlizzi (612 728-7232, 
annterlizzi@visi.com) or Jody Beresford 
(952 828-9977, spice777@aol.com), co-
chairs of our new baby welcome team.

Worship Theme: Making Room

The Gift of Home
We invite you and your family to join us 
as we continue our spiritual tradition of 
re-imagining the holidays. This year we 
are partnering with Beacon Interfaith 
Housing Collaborative to expand the ways 
we can give the gift of home. Our goal is 
to raise $70,000 as a congregation. At our 
Sunday, Dec. 20 service, we will be giving 
our gifts together as a faith community. 
We invite you to learn more about 
Beacon and look for ways to explore your 
relationship with the holidays and act on 
your values through generosity. Stop by 
the table in the social hall today to learn 
more!

Christmas Pageant 
Sign Up
Calling all children ages 5 years and 
up! We need you to help us tell our 
Universalist Christmas story of love and 
hope in our annual Christmas Pageant on 
Dec. 20 and 24. Learn more and sign up in 
the Atrium today.

Global Gift Fair 
Today!
Join us today in the social hall between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. for our annual Global Gift 
Fair! Come and purchase handmade items 
from organizations that help people in 
need. Gift responsibly!

Holiday Service 
Schedule
Sunday, Dec. 13 at 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.: 
Choir-led worship

Sunday, Dec. 20 at 9:30 & 11:15 
a.m.: Holiday Giving Sunday, 
Multigenerational service

Sunday, Dec. 20 & Thursday, Dec. 24 at 
4 p.m.: Christmas Pageant

Monday, Dec. 21 at 7 p.m.: Winter 
Solstice Service

Thursday, Dec. 24 at 9:30 p.m.: 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Sunday, Dec. 27 at 10 a.m.: 
Multigenerational service; one service 
at 10 a.m. only



Music for Gathering               Dr. Jerrod Wendland

 
Words of Welcome  Rev. Justin Schroeder 
       

Prelude    Children’s Choir
 O Come, O Come, Immanuel    Colleen Cook

          
Wisdom Story                         Rev. Ruth MacKenzie
  

Opening Song         Children’s Choir
 Christmas Coming  Colleen Cook
 -Verses written by Children’s Choir

 Christmas comin’, Christmas comin’
 Christmas comin’, Christmas comin’

(Please join the Children’s Choir on the chorus when invited)

           
Lighting the Chalice                                         
 
 Love is the spirit of this church        
 And service is its law.
 This is our great covenant:
 To dwell together in peace,
 To seek the truth in love,
 And to help one another.

   -James V. Blake

 (reprinted with permission by the UUA) 

Hymn for the Journey #226 (Please stand in body or spirit)   
 People Look East 

(Children & youth are excused to their Religious Education classes.)

 

Musical Message         Franco Holder
           Oblivion    Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 -Astor Piazzolla

Silence

Cycle of Life                                                Rev. Justin Schroeder

Hymn of Prayer #123   (please remain seated)
 Spirit of Life 
 Spirit of life, come unto me,
 Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion
 Blow in the wind, rise in the sea:
 Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
 Roots hold me close. Wings set me free.
 Spirit of Life, come to me. Come to me.

 -Carolyn McDade  

 (reprinted with permission by the UUA)

Reading   Rev. Justin Schroeder
 Hauling Out Stones
 -Nancy Shaffer

Musical Message      Franco Holder
 Winter from Four Seasons of Buenos Aires                   Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 -Astor Piazzolla

Message              Rev. Justin Schroeder

  Hauling Out Stones                    
                       

Offertory                                Franco Holder 
 Libertango     Dr. Jerrod Wendland
 -Astor Piazzolla

Closing Hymn #1050 (Please stand in body or spirit)    
 Jazz Alleluia
 

Closing Words          Rev. Justin Schroeder

Blessing in Song  #413 
  Go Now in Peace

Music for the Journey          Franco Holder
 Spring from Four Seasons of Buenos Aires     Dr. Jerrod Wendland
     

Worship Leaders
Rev. Justin Schroeder  Senior Minister
Rev. Ruth MacKenzie  Minister of Worship & Coming of Age
Dr. Jerrod Wendland  Pianist
Franco Holder   Guest Pianist
Colleen Cook   Children’s Choir Director
Children’s Choir
Narissa Bach   Children’s Choir Accompanist
Braeden Dahmes  11:15 Chalice Lighter  

Chancel Flowers
This Sunday’s flower arrangement is in honor of Shirley Olson whose memorial 
service was held yesterday. The holiday decorations, “An Explosion of Beauty 
and Joy,” were created by the Visual Arts Committee with warm wishes.

Offering: Simpson House
Simpson House is an advocacy group and shelter that houses, supports and 
advocates for people experiencing homelessness. Their mission involves close, 
individual advocacy in order for people to achieve housing stability. First 
Universalist has supported and partnered with Simpson over many years.

About Today’s Guest Musician
Originally from Indiana, Franco Holder is a freelance pianist and teacher. He 
enjoys working with musicians, artists, children, and dancers alike and has 
collaborated on performances with the Schubert Club, TU Dance, St. Paul 
Ballet, Nimbus Theater, and New Age Art Salon. In 2013 Franco was named 
a winner of the Artistic Ambassadors Competition under the auspices of the 
Minnesota Music Teachers Association. Franco lives in Minneapolis.

Musical Notes from Jerrod Wendland
Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992) combined the music of three continents: 
Argentine Tango, American Jazz, and European Classical Music. The Argentine 
son of Italian immigrants, he (naturally) grew up in New York City, the 
source of his early acquaintance with jazz. Much of his classical training came 
later, after many years of work with professional tango orchestras in Buenos 
Aires, when he won a stipend to study in France with famed teacher Nadia 
Boulanger. Some dancers look down on this tango nuevo [new tango], saying 
that it is a betrayal of tango’s heritage. I, for one, define “tango” as a music that 
combines melodic sentimentality with percussive, driving rhythm. Piazzolla’s 
music more than qualifies.

December Worship Theme: Making Room
So much in our consumer culture screams hurry up, do more, make it work, 
squeeze it in. We are bombarded with how to do things smarter, faster, more 
efficiently, especially at this time of year. If the purpose of the religious life is to 
grow our souls and repair the world, as Unitarian Universalist minister Richard 
Gilbert once put it, if we are to move into a greater sense of wholeness inside 
and out, then making room is key. Making room is different than squeezing it 
in. Making room connotes a sense of slowing down, refocusing our attention 
and coming into spiritual alignment. It is developing practices and systems that 
help us calm our tricked out nervous systems, and finding grace and goodness 
on the other side, when we least expect it.


