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So, what’s Unitarian Universalism and 

why do you like it? 

When we answer this kind of 

question, we are sharing the good 

news. We are defining ourselves in 

relationship to other denominations, 

and testifying to the saving quality of 

our faith, our good news. 

Testifying…saving…and faith…Oh My! 

These are words that make some 

recoil, others question, and some just 

shrug their shoulders. Yet all of these 

words are wrapped up in the theme 

for this month: Celebrating the Good 

News.  

If Unitarian Universalism is to have a 

meaningful role in the religious 

landscape of the future, then we need 

to grapple with these words and their 

meaning.  Try these questions:  

 “How does Unitarian 

Universalism help us seek truth?”  

 “What about this faith tradition 

saves us, or brings us back to 

wholeness?  

 Why do you place your 

confidence here?” 

This month, 

we will hear 

the good news 

from many 

different 

vantage points. 

We begin with 

Youth Sunday, 

and the good 

news expressed 

from the fresh perspective of spoken 

word, story and song by our 10th 

through 12th graders. On Mother’s 

Day, we will hear the good news 

proclaimed in John Rutter’s Gloria, a 

magnificent choral and brass 

composition presented by our choir. 

The third Sunday of May is Rev. Kate 

Tucker’s final sermon in which she 

will share her good news and 

blessings (what it has meant to serve 

this community and Unitarian 

Universalism for 15 years). Finally, on 

Memorial Day, we explore our saving 

message in relationship to the 

realities of war, suffering, and 

sacrifice. Join us in our exploration 

and celebration of Good News. 

— The Worship Team 
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My mom grew up in a 

conservative Jewish home in 

Rochester, New York. When 

we went to Grandma and 

Grandpa’s house, we ate 

kosher. Grandpa always 

brought jelly-filled 

doughnuts home from shul 

on Saturday mornings.  

My dad’s family wasn’t 

religious, or even 

particularly faithful. When 

Mom and Dad married, my 

mom’s father was so upset 

about her choice of a non-

Jew, he didn’t attend the 

wedding. 

Growing up, I knew the 

menorah, and a few Jewish 

stories, and that was it. 

During college I studied 

Torah and came to realize 

that faith and religion could 

be very different and 

separate concepts. 

 

I vaguely understood 

religion. Faith, not so much. 

But in time, my desire to 

explore faith has grown. My 

wife Shareen and I knew we 

wanted our life together to 

include faith. About a year 

ago someone told us about 

“this great church” — First 

Universalist. After getting 

over the word “church,” I 

agreed to check it out.  

We immediately felt 

comfort in the engaging, 

challenging questions put to 

us at First Universalist. 

Questions like:  

 What are we afraid of 

and why?  

 How do we represent 

love?  

 How do we live 

compassion? 

 How would we define 

our faith, and are we 

satisfied with it?  

 When is enough 

enough?  

From the pulpit, and in 

small group dialogue, First 

Universalist has challenged 

me to consider what my life 

would look like if I were 

spiritually grounded. How 

would that grounding affect 

my parenting, or my 

willingness to act for justice, 

or my relationships? 

Reverends Justin Schroeder 

and Kate Tucker have 

consistently said that sowing 

and nurturing our faith 

requires practice. I’ve made 

time each week to reflect 

and write. Weekly sermon 

messages have opened new 

ways of thinking to me, and 

new discussions in our 

family. 

As much as any Sunday 

sermon message, this one 

sticks with me:  A healthy 

spiritual life doesn’t just 

happen. It requires practice. 

So, over the past year, my 

family has made the 

commitment to open a 

spiritual practice, with the 

help of our new First 

Universalist community. 

Reflecting Pond 

The Good News That Compelled Me 
By Scott Marshall, in his first year as a First Universalist congregant 
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Envisioning Our Future 

Visit FirstUniv.org/board and FirstUniv.org/StrategicPlanning for ongoing information 

By Kathy Coskran, Board of Trustees President 

If you are a poet, you will see clearly that there is a 

cloud floating in this sheet of paper.  

— Thich Nhat Hanh 

“Daily Good: News that Inspires” sends me a quote 

and a story every day. Some days I just read the quote, 

smile to myself, nod, click on the next e-mail. Some 

days I read the whole thing. The excerpt from Thich 

Nhat Hanh made me read on. What cloud is he 

talking about? Turns out it was the good news cloud 

(my designation, not his). He goes on to say that 

without a cloud, there will be no rain; without rain, no 

trees; without trees, no paper.  

We know this, of course, but it is remembering it, 

being present to it, celebrating it that resonates and 

makes me so happy to be alive here, now, in this place. 

Thich Nhat Hanh goes on even farther—nothing can 

grow without sunshine, including the logger who 

brought the tree to the paper mill, the logger who 

needs his daily bread, so the grain for that bread is in 

this paper. Simple truths. Good news. I can’t get along 

without you. 

The other line that reverberates and is related to the 

cloud in the paper is “we don’t have to think alike to 

love alike.” Justin says it every Sunday. 

Love is not about agreement, orthodoxy, falling in 

line; love is about being alive and acknowledging our 

deep and real connection to every living thing. Some 

would assert that there are right and wrong ways to 

love. The good news at First Universalist is that love is 

the doctrine of this church. 

It’s easy to love the budding trees, the child sitting 

astride the giant bunny with the Easter Hat next to 

Minnehaha Creek, the sound of the gong on Sunday 

morning, even that first cup of coffee, grown on land 

we’ve never seen, but under the sun we see (and love) 

every day. 

It’s easiest of course to love those who think alike. It 

was a full bus of First Universalists who walked in 

support of Planned Parenthood on April 6th. The 

walking, carrying the signs, the connection with 

others who think alike, was easy. 

At the end of the morning as our bus drove off, two 

boys, ages about 8 or 9, gave our group a thumbs 

down. It was the saddest sight of the day: children 

learning not to love. And it was the gift of the day: a 

clear reminder to love the group of sincere, devoted 

people walking on the other side of the barricade. 

We all walk and love and dream under the same cloud 

and the same sun. Blessed be us all. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
after our 10am service 

The First Universalist annual meeting  

— to include bylaws changes, resolutions, elections, budget approval, and year-end celebration — 

will be held Sunday, June 3.  

Stay tuned to firstuniv.org/2012annual meeting for details. 

http://firstuniv.org/2012annualmeeting
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On Tuesdays I take a tap dance class. Recently, 

before class, I had some moments to sit outside 

and watch my children as they climbed the swing 

set and dug in the dirt. I decided to quietly slip 

away, and went to the car. 

My toddler baby took notice that I was leaving. 

She walked to the gate and stuck her chubby, 

creamy arm between the slats of the fence and 

waved goodbye. I rolled down the window of the 

car and shouted my love for her. She smiled and 

waved again. What a delightful, Good Goodbye.  

… There are goodbyes that are more important 

than others. I recall saying goodbye for the first 

time to each of my three children as I went off to 

work without them. They trusted the world and 

did not cry. I, on the other hand, felt a physical, 

visceral pain upon separation. I remember saying 

goodbye to my best friend from college – knowing 

that she was moving to the other side of the 

country, afraid I would never have another friend 

so close to my heart. I remember the death of my 

mother, a long goodbye that took years to 

complete. Each was inevitable. Each was painful. 

And, each taught me that it was okay to say 

goodbye, that what persisted beyond the sadness 

and separation was a new, emerging sense of my 

own self and who I was in the world. Each one 

helped me love the person to whom I said 

goodbye a little more deeply. 

Our minister, Kate Tucker, is saying goodbye to 

First Universalist soon. May 20 will be her last 

sermon. I’ve heard so many wonderful things 

about Kate from congregants – her sermons speak 

directly to each person that listens, her sense of 

humor and warmth make people feel connected, 

her compassion and wisdom are just what’s 

needed in moments of crisis or pain. I appreciate 

Kate’s sense of humor, her willingness to model 

kindness and patience, her humility and soul. 

Kate is a real gem, unlike any other minister, and 

this good-bye will be hard. … Kate has shaped us 

and loved us in a way that has changed the core of 

who we are. 

Have you said goodbye to someone you love? If 

so, you know that their love persists beyond that 

loss. Kate will remain with us, too. 

It might have been the well-designed process that 

makes this one a “Good Goodbye.” But maybe 

what makes this goodbye so good is the quality of 

attention Kate gave this congregation when she 

was with us, and the lingering imprint that love 

will have on this congregation as we move into a 

new way of being together. 

Take the time to let your heart say goodbye to 

your beloved minister. Join First Universalist in 

celebrating Rev. Kate Tucker as we hear her final 

sermon on May 20 at 9:30 and 11:15.  

Our Good Goodbye 

 

by Heidi Mastrud,   

Director of  Congregational Life 

Read more at  NotHellButHope.blogspot.com 

Visit FirstUniv.org/GoodGoodbye for updates on 

celebrations of Rev. Tucker’s time with us,  

including receptions after each service on May 20. 

Please send short anecdotal favorites of how Kate 

has touched your life for a special June Liberal, to  

Mikki@firstuniv.org. 

http://NotHellButHope.blogspot.com
http://firstuniv.org/goodgoodbye
mailto:Mikki@firstuniv.org
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Congregational life 

Visit FirstUniv.org/calendar for up-to-date details, and for many more events not described here 

Get Jazzed 
May 12, 7:30pm, Sanctuary 

The annual First Universalist Jazz Band 

concert will feature a young trumpeter from 

South High School and a keyboard talent from 

the University of St. Thomas, both students of 

music director John Jensen. It also will include 

the drumming of Emerson Hunton, senior 

high school member of First Universalist. The 

Jazz Band will play music of Count Basie, 

Henry Mancini, and others.  

The Angels 
First Universalist-Secular Bible Study Joint 

Meetup, May 8 and 22, 7:00-8:30pm, Cummins  

Who were Lucifer, Michael, Gabriel and 

others? In week one, Frank Burton, Secular 

Bible Study co-organizer, philosopher and 

scientist at the University of Minnesota will 

lead the discussion with an historical survey of 

angelic mythology. In the second session, the 

dialogue will be about how belief in angelic 

beings has influenced our belief in chance 

versus fate. Details: firstuniv.org/biblestudy. 

AUW Annual Meeting 
May 11, 5:30-9:00pm, Social Hall 

Join the last event of AUW’s 

season! Share a lovely dinner; elect 

new board members; and honor 

the newest Clara Barton Sister awardees, 

outgoing board members and many wonderful 

volunteers. This year AUW will especially 

recognize, honor and thank Rev. Kate Tucker 

for her 15-year tenure at First Universalist. 

Dinner at this free event begins at 6pm. The AUW 

will collect small body-care products (nice soap and 

lotions) to donate to Ascension Place and St. Anne’s 

Place for Mother’s Day gifts. All women are welcome 

to attend; only current paid-up members of AUW 

may participate in the election of board members. 

RSVP before May 3 by signing up at The Hub or 

email auw.firstuniv@gmail.com. Contact 

lily@firstuniv.org by May 3 to reserve free childcare. 

Friday Get Connected 
May 4, 7-9pm, Library 

This is the last AUW gathering until September. 

Light refreshments are provided. Topic: 

Understanding Ourselves and Each Other, using the 

Myers Briggs personality test as a way to understand 

our interactions. To maximize our discussion period, 

please take the test ahead of time. Pick up a copy at 

The Hub, or visit www.myersbriggs.org/.  

Monthly Knitting Fellowship  
Casual knitting tutorials will be held monthly with 

women of Ascension Place. Barb Melom is 

organizing volunteers each month. You do not have 

to be an expert knitter! Sessions are held at 1803 

Bryant Ave North. Contact: Barb, bjm@visi.com 

for dates, details and sign up. AUW is also taking 

donations of circular needles at the Hub.  

Labyrinth Open Walk  
May 2, 6:30-8pm, Social Hall 

Walking the labyrinth need not always be solemn. 

Come dance your way into the new season! Let the 

energy of growth flow through you. Walks are 

individual. Come anytime before 7:45. Allow at least 

15 minutes for a full walk. See firstuniv.org/labyrinth. 

http://www.firstuniv.org/biblestudy
mailto:auw.firstuniv@gmail.com
mailto:lily@firstuniv.org
http://www.myersbriggs.org/
http://firstuniv.org/labyrinth
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Putting Our Faith Into Action 

Visit FirstUniv.org/FIAroundup for ways to get involved 

Marriage Storytelling 101 
May 6, 1-3pm, Cummins Room 

Learn how you can facilitate meaningful 

conversations with people in your life about 

marriage equality and how to tell your own story. 

Learn more about the marriage amendment 

campaign strategy and why, as people of faith, 

our help is critically important. Bring a friend! 

RSVPs helpful. Contacts: 

lenakatherine@gmail.com, dougmn@me.com. 

Details: firstuniv.org/marriagestorytelling. 

Marriage Amendment Video Counter 
Our video featuring seven First Universalist 

couples talking about their partnerships has been 

seen by more than 3,300 viewers. You can find it 

to share at firstuniv.org/MarriageEquality, along 

with several other opportunities to get involved.  

Habitat for Humanity Work Week 
The week of August 13 to 17 will be the First 

Universalist Work Week at a Habitat for 

Humanity build site in North Minneapolis. We 

will need up to 18 volunteers aged 16 and older for 

day-long shifts on a new, single-family home.  

And: A Brush with Kindness is a program with 

Habitat that helps elders and others preserve 

home ownership. Volunteers are needed to 

partner with home owners. Work dates will be 

held June 3 and July 13. Home maintenance skills 

are welcome, but not required. If you are 

interested in learning more about this program, 

contact Lisa Sinclair, lpsinclair7982@yahoo.com. 

Sign up sheets for this program, and summer 

build dates, are at firstuniv.org/habitat.  

My Experience With Phone Banking 

By Lena Gardner 

Volunteering at the phone bank is the single 

most important action any of us can take in 

working to defeat this amendment. When you 

arrive at the office — before you even touch a 

phone — you go through an in depth, step-by-

step training process for about an hour. The 

overview includes a summary and breakdown of 

the extensive and most recent in-depth research 

completed by The Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 

based in D.C., analyzing the efficacy of the 29 

previous campaigns in states that have already 

faced this amendment. This important research 

is what the campaign strategy and meticulously 

constructed messaging is based upon.  

Conversations are at the 

heart of this campaign — 

but it isn't just any conver-

sation. We need a specific 

type of conversation with 

hundreds of thousands of 

Minnesota voters. The 

campaign provides the 

training, support and direction, 

and a de-brief after the end of call time.  

On a personal note, the first phone banking I did 

was an incredible experience. It was both  

difficult and heartening. It was challenging and 

comforting. It pushed me outside of my comfort 

zone and I made mistakes, but I plan to go back, 

get better, and have more conversations. This is 

how we are going to win in November.  

One of our phone 

banking volunteers 

http://firstuniv.org/marriagestorytelling
http://www.firstuniv.org/MarriageEquality
http://www.firstuniv.org/habitat
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Joining Hands on Diversity 

At White Bear Unitarian Church 

Rev. Mark Morrison Reed, will speak May 4 and 5 at 

White Bear Unitarian Church. Mark is the author of 

many books, including Black Pioneers in a White 

Denomination and In Between: Memoir of an 

Integration Baby. On May 4, at 7pm, he’ll read from 

his book, Voices from the Margins. On May 5, 9:30 

a.m. to 2:30 pm, he’ll lead a workshop on “The 

Perversity of Diversity.”  

Unity Church Unitarian, St. Paul 

On Saturday, May 5, 9am-Noon, the Rev. Marlin 

Lavanhar, Senior Minister of All Souls Unitarian 

Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, will speak about his 

experience with a multi-racial congregation. The 

Universalist Pentecostal African American Church 

and All Souls merged several years ago. He’ll talk 

about how the merger has  impacted their worship 

life and more.  

First 

Universalists 

joined the 

more than 

1,700 people 

who 

attended 

Minnesota’s 

LGBT Lobby 

Day at the 

State Capitol 

in March.  

YOUTH: Unity Center Opportunities 
Meet other youth interested in social justice and social 

change at Unity Center for Youth Leadership: 

Unity Retreat, May 5, 9am-3pm: We will talk about the 

causes of homelessness, break down stereotypes, and 

look at what needs to be done to stop the rising  

statistics of homeless youth.  

Paid interns: We are looking for a Social Media  

Intern to manage our social networking, as well as blog 

about social justice issues. We have an opening for an 

Organization/Outreach Intern to recruit youth and  

organizations. And we are looking for an  Assistant  

Urban Justice Camp Intern to plan and  implement the 

Justice Day Camp, working alongside the adult camp 

coordinator.  

Contact:  

info@unityleadership.org  

or 612-259-8268. 

AUW/MUUSJA Voting Rights 

Newcomers are encouraged to join the work-

ing group on Voting Rights, which meets 

the third Saturday of each month at First Uni-

versalist, Room 204, from 9-11 am, now 

through October. (Call Jenny if you can't get in 

the building, 612-386-5724.) The group is 

working to educate the community about the 

harm that would come from requiring  

registered voters to present a state-issued pho-

to ID when they vote. AUW/MUUSJA was a 

state leader in demonstrating that a Photo ID 

is unnecessary, in a November 2010 report. 

Visit firstuniv.org/votingrights. Contacts:  

Carol Johnson, 612-825-3322; Jenny Thomas, 

jjewell.thomas@gmail.com.  

Join the Community Farm  
The Philadelphia Community Farm partnership 

with First Universalist has returned with full, 

half and “shared share” options. Learn more at 

firstuniv.org/farm. Contact: Judy Goebel,  

jkgoebel@hotmail.com. 

http://www.ceimn.org/files/Facts%20about%20Ineligible%20Voting%20and%20Voter%20Fraud%20in%20Minnesota_with%20appendix.pdf
http://firstuniv.org/votingrights
http://www.firstuniv.org/farm
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Children, Youth and Families 

Summer Passport for Children  
Sundays at 10 am, May 27 through August 26 

This summer, our kids can expect active fun every 

Sunday morning! They will journey with same age 

friends (4 years through kindergarten, 1st-3rd 

grade and 4th-5th grade) as they collect stamps in 

their Seven Principles Summer Passports. Our 

"travelers" will choose activities that reflect their 

interests as they learn about our faith, and are 

invited to follow up with fun activities at home. 

Middle school students will enjoy special 

programming with Katie Heaton, Youth 

Coordinator. Nursery care available with Lily for 

ages 0-3 years. 

Summer volunteers can join the fun on Sundays 

and will receive training and ice cream, too. 

Questions about the program? Interested in 

volunteering? Contact Lauren Wyeth, Director of 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

at lauren@univ.org or 612-825-1701 x 111.  

R.E. Registration Drive Closes May 6  
Now is the time to register your child in Religious 

Education classes for summer and the 2012-2013 

church year. Our final registration event will be 

held Sunday, May 6 on the stage in the Social Hall 

after both services. After May 6, register by 

downloading the registration form from 

firstuniv.org/families and returning it to the 

church office.  

Next Child Dedication May 13 
Your family is welcome to be included our Child  

Dedication Ceremony at Mother's Day services on 

May 13. Sign up by May 8 with Lauren, 612-825-

1701 x 111 or lauren@firstuniv.org.  

Have you been receiving the weekly 

email bulletins from Children, Youth & 

Family Ministries? To sign up, send a 

request to lily@firstuniv.org.  

Senior High Leads Worship Service  
May 5, 9:30 and 11:15, Sanctuary 

The Senior High class invites the entire 

congregation to Youth Sunday,  the annual 

worship service led by Senior High teenagers. 

This year’s service will explore, through story and 

song, the theological question: “Why do we come 

together in religious communities?” We’ll also 

have a special ritual to celebrate our graduating 

seniors. It's not to be missed! 

 

Coming of Age Statements 
May 19, 3-6pm, Sanctuary 

The entire First U congregation, friends and 

family of the 9th Grade class are invited to attend 

the Coming of Age Service and Potluck on 

Saturday, May 19, from 3-6 pm. The youth will 

present their Spiritual Statements, current 

snapshots of what they believe, and participate in 

the ritual where they become spiritually adult 

members of our community. Afterward, all are 

invited to attend a potluck dinner to socialize and 

celebrate this important day.  

 

This is a central event in the life of our church.  

All are encouraged to attend the Saturday 

afternoon event to support our youth in this 

significant transition.  

mailto:lauren@univ.org
http://firstuniv.org/families
mailto:lauren@firstuniv.org
mailto:lily@firstuniv.org
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Worship Life 

In his book Mr. Blue, Myles 

Connolly states, “If one loves anything, truth, 

beauty, woman, life, one will speak out. Genuine 

love breaks into speech. And when it is great 

love, it breaks out into song.”  

Church is one of the last remaining institutions 

where singing is the norm. We participate in 

singing. We listen to singing. We are moved by 

singing. We are enlivened by singing. If worship 

is working then great love abounds. It breaks 

out into song.  

This month we will be blessed in all kinds of 

singing, from the rhythms of spoken word on 

Youth Sunday, to the master work of John 

Rutter’s “Gloria,” to singing ourselves into 

silence, or the Intergenerational Choir singing 

us into summer. We sing our love, and receive 

the love of others, with our mouths, our ears 

and our hearts wide open. The month of May 

will be a great month of singing a great love. 

Don’t miss it! 

Worship Arts 
by Ruth MacKenzie,  

Director of Worship Arts 

 

Do You Love to Sing? 

Bring your entire family and join our 
intergenerational choir! Adults and youth are 
invited to join with the Children’s Choir and 
perform on June 3 at Flower Communion. 
Children’s Choir alumni and their families are 
welcome. Rehearsals are Sundays, 10:30am in 
the Cummins Room. You do not need to read 
music to participate. Contact: 
mary@firstuniv.org. 

Wells We Did Not Dig 
excerpts from WellsWeDidNotDig.blogspot.com, 

by Rev. Justin Schroeder 

 

About our Good News, from  

April 15: 

1) Revelation and truth continue to unfold.  

Unitarian Universalists say that truth and 

wisdom are all around us, in poetry, in sacred 

scripture, in our own lives, in the cosmos.  A 

final, definitive truth has not been captured.  

2) Relationships between human beings are at 

their best when mutual love and care is  

present, and people are not coerced to think 

or believe a certain way.   

3) We have a moral obligation to help create 

a just and loving community. 

4) Religious Liberals live in hope.   

 

Living in the Holy Tension, from April 6: 

I’m still buzzing from our recent sermon series, 

“Living in the Holy Tension." … Essentially, we're 

talking about living in that space between two 

things...that space where creativity, possibility, 

the holy, and new insight reside. The trick is of-

ten to live there, without moving toward resolu-

tion too quickly. It often seems that out of that 

tension, something remarkable and life giving 

can be born. How has this whole sermon series 

spoken to your life? What did it awaken? What 

new "holy tensions" have you become aware of? 

What's stirring in your spirit?  

http://wellswedidnotdig.blogspot.com/
http://wellswedidnotdig.blogspot.com/2012/04/follow-up-post-to-todays-sermon.html
http://wellswedidnotdig.blogspot.com/2012/04/living-in-holy-tension.html
http://firstuniv.org/holytension
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Congregational Care 

We hold in our thoughts and prayers 

For congregational care,  

contact: Rev. Kate Tucker, 

ktucker@firstuniv.org, x103 

Sandy DiNanni, 

sandy@firstuniv.org, x125 

Former member Mary Stern, mother of Ken Stern, 

who passed away Feb. 25 at age 91 of Alzheimer’s 

Disease.  

Ruth McKenzie, who is grieving two recent losses; 

her father, and also one of her deepest, long-time 

friends. 

Candace McClenahan, who suffered a broken 

right leg in March, expresses her gratitude for 

congregants who drove her to appointments and 

errands, shopped for her, and sent love messages 

to help her through weeks of recuperation. 

Karen Warren, whose mother, Marge Bails, passed 

away. 

Bell Barr’s mother, Mary Karow, passed away on 

March 20, with all five daughters at her side. 

Judy Nelson, mother of Eileen Nelson and 

grandmother of Emma and Dannie Paskewitz, 

who passed away April 1 at age 96. 

Allan Roadfeldt, husband of Sylvia Rudolph, who 

passed away April 5. A memorial service was held 

at First Universalist on April 11. 

Chandler and Kara Yorkhall, who welcomed baby 

Juliette Elise Yorkhall on March 14. 

Parents Dan and Katie Boody and Grandparents 

George Boody and Ann Risch, who are thrilled to 

announce the birth of Oliver Patrick on March 19. 

Long-time First Universalist congregant Carol 

Jackson was recognized in March by United Way 

with the Stan Kowalski Lifetime Achievement 

Award, which recognizes lifelong excellence 

through volunteerism. 

 

 

 

Donating flowers for a Sunday service is a great way to 

commemorate a special occasion or honor an individual 

or event. A member of the Visual Arts Committee will 

arrange the flowers, which will be yours to keep after the 

service. Contact: pfoulkes@me.com. 

 

NOTE THAT MANY OF OUR Congregational Care 

items  about illnesses and surgeries are deleted from the 

online version of The Liberal for privacy reasons. You 

can find a full version at The Hub and near the Caring 

Corner in the Social Hall. 

 

Living in the Cycle of Life 

Jane, mother of Rev. Kate Tucker, died Easter  

Sunday morning, April 8, in Illinois. A  

memorial service was held there on April 11.  

Kate offered the following e.e. cummings quote: 

 

“here is the deepest secret nobody knows 

(here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud 

and the sky of the sky of a tree called life which grows 

higher than soul can hope or mind can hide) 

and this is the wonder that's keeping the stars apart 

i carry your heart (i carry it in my heart)" 

mailto:pfoulkes@me.com
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Youth Advance to State Competition 
At least two First Universalist 

eighth graders created history 

projects that have gone on to the 

state level in a competition held 

April 29. 

Nora Sylvestre (above), daughter of Jeff Sylvestre 

and Mary Bohman, co-created a video titled “The 

Romanian Revolution: A Ten Day Reaction to 

Decades of Corruption.” 

McLean Cozine (right), son of  

Elizabeth Short and R. Kirkland 

Cozine, co-created a documentary 

about the Sharon Kowalski case. 

She lived in St. Cloud with her 

partner, Karen Thompson, until she was severely 

disabled in a car accident in 1983. Sharon’s 

parents refused to let Karen become guardian. 

Her father won guardianship in court, and in 1985 

got a court order removing Karen’s right to visit 

Sharon. As McLean explained: “For more than 

three years Karen Thompson and Sharon 

Kowalski were separated. During that time Karen 

gained national support from LGBT rights groups 

and activists and brought attention to the case. In 

1989, Karen regained her right to visit Sharon. 

Finally, in 1991, Karen Thompson became Sharon 

Kowalski’s court-appointed guardian. They are 

still living happily in the St. Cloud area today.” 

 

2012 General Assembly, June 20-24 
The annual national gathering of Unitarian 

Universalists will meet in Phoenix, focused on 

providing multiple ways of engaging in justice 

work. If you want to be a delegate or attend, or 

have questions, contact Debra@firstuniv.org, 612-

825-1701 x 106. Learn more at UUA.org/GA. 

 

First U Graduate Returns to Exhibit Art 
Genevieve Alberti is an art student at the 

University of Minnesota. Her exhibit, “Exploration 

of Spirituality, Mythology and Self,” will be on 

display in the Social Hall May 16 through July 15. 

The gallery consists of paintings, prints, and 

sculptures made from a variety of materials. As a 

parallel to the Coming of Age program, which 

Genevieve participated in six years ago, these 

pieces were created to re-envision her own 

spiritual beliefs. She has drawn creative and 

spiritual inspiration from comparative mythology, 

Jungian psychology, spiritual alchemy, and the 

Tarot. An opening reception is scheduled for 

Sunday, May 20, after both services.  

 

Considering Membership at First U? 

Details: firstuniv.org/membership 

Choosing membership at First Universalist is a public 

declaration and a spiritual commitment to support this 

congregation and allow the community to support 

you. Membership is available to all, ages 14 and up, 

who are aligned with the mission, vision, and values of 

this church. Although most programs at the church 

are accessible to non-members, becoming a member 

gives you voting rights and access to our great network 

of congregational care.  

How Can I Learn More?  

First Step is a brief overview of what our community 

has to offer. This session is especially for visitors and 

newcomers. The next sessions will be May 6 and 20 

following each service. No sign up is necessary. To 

reserve childcare: Lily@firstuniv.org.  

Pathways to Membership Class 

This class is for those new to Unitarian Universalism 

and/or First Universalist Church, and is a requirement 

for those who wish to become members. Next class: 

Saturday, May 12, 9:00am-1:00pm. Register: 

Sandy@firstuniv.org. Free childcare available on 

request one week prior. 

http://www.uua.org/ga
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If you want a print 

version, contact 

sandy@firstuniv.org, 

612-825-1701 x125. Or 

pick up a print copy 

at The Hub. The 

online color version 

at firstuniv.org/ 

newsletter has live 

links. 

Director of Finance/Administration 

Susan Claeys x104 

Office Manager 

Trish Greene x145 

Assistant Finance Administrator 

Brad Schmidt x100 (Interim) 

Facility Manager 

Tracy Van Epps x117 

Senior Cleaning Custodian 

Tim Ewing 

Sound System Operator 

David Kellermann 

Director of Congregational Life 

Heidi Mastrud x124 

Director of Religious Education 

Lauren Wyeth x111 

Senior Minister 

Reverend Justin Schroeder x102 

Associate Minister 

Reverend Kate Tucker x103 

Intern Minister 

Ralph Krog x120 

Minister Emeritus 

Reverend John Cummins 

Director of Faith in Action 

Debra Rodgers x106 

Communications Coordinator 

Mikki Morrissette x110 

Membership Support 

Sandy DiNanni x125 

 

 

Youth and Young Adult 

Ministries Coordinator 

Katie Heaton x109 

Program Assistant/Childcare Provider 

Lily Franz x107 

2 & 3 year-old Teacher 

Emily Christie x111 

Director of Worship Arts 

Ruth MacKenzie x127 

Music Director 

John Jensen 

Choral Director 

Randal Buikema 

Children’s Music Coordinator 

Mary Bohman 

In the Universalist spirit of love and hope, we give, receive and grow. First 

Universalist Church of Minneapolis (612-825-1701, firstuniv.org) 
First Universalist Church of Minneapolis 

3400 Dupont Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55408 

Office hours 

Monday - Thursday: 8:30am-8 pm 

Friday: 8:30am-4 pm 

Saturday: Closed 

Sunday: 9 am-1 pm 

Contact information 

Phone: 612-825-1701 

Fax: 612-825-8879 

Non-Profit Org 
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Return 

Service-

Requested 

• Next newsletter 

deadline: May 7 

• Visit Facebook.org/

FirstUniv 

• Weekly e-news --  

subscribe via 

sandy@firstuniv.org  

• Cyber Coffeehour -- 

groups.yahoo.com/

group/

CyberCoffeehour/ 

 

 

http://www.firstuniv.org/newsletter
http://www.firstuniv.org/newsletter

