
  

 

In the Universalist spirit of love and hope, we give, receive, and grow. 

February 2012 Issue 2, Number 10 

April 2012 

Sharing Our Good News 

April 1 — “The Donkey 

and the Dogwood 

Tree,” Ralph Krog 

April 8 — “Road to 

Emmaus,” Easter/

Passover Family  

Sunday, led by Worship 

Team 

 

NEXT SERMON SERIES 

Good News 

April 15 — “What’s Our 

Good News?” Rev. 

Schroeder 

April 22 — “Revelation 

is Not Sealed,” Earth 

Day, Rev. Schroeder 

April 29 — “Love and 

Legacy,” Rev. Kate 

Tucker 

Inside this issue: 

New RE Director 2 

Words from Justin, 

Heidi, Kate, Ruth 

3-4 

Strategic Planning 

Update 

5 

Faith in Action 6-7 

Congregational 

Life 

8-9 

Children, Youth, 

Families 

9 

Congregational  

Care 

10 

3400 Dupont Ave. So. 

Minneapolis, MN  55408 

Phone:612-825-1701 

Fax: 612-825-8879 

www.firstuniv.org 

When we light our chalice, it reminds 

each of us of the light of truth within 

us — that love is the spirit of this 

church, and service is its law.  That 

our covenant is “to dwell together in 

peace, to seek the truth in love, and 

to help one another.” 

Within our Unitarian Universalist 

hearts is the realization that the 

internal flame flickers, continually 

changes, moves in relation to the 

currents of our collective breath 

around it. We do not exist in 

isolation. Our hearts beat together, 

striving for unconditional love, 

yearning for “our love to go viral,” as 

guest Rev. Meg Riley said in a March 

sermon. 

As we will begin to explore in April, 

with the sermon series “Sharing the 

Good News,” we maintain the eternal 

flame of our faith and our beliefs, by 

sharing them — not simply with 

those we know in Sanctuary on 

Sunday mornings, but with those who 

might question us, ask for 

explanation, push us to explore 

deeper. 

During a recent Neighboring Faiths 

visit to a mosque, our seventh graders 

were able to ask other middle 

schoolers several questions about 

their faith. It was a satisfying, 

educational experience – asking 

questions. They were comfortable 

with that. Then, the tables turned a 

bit. When the Muslim youth asked 

questions of the First Universalist 

contingent about our faith, the youth 

struggled as they tried to answer 

questions of faith and tradition. 

Ours is a faith that challenges its 

members to develop a comfort level 

with ambiguity. Ours is a faith that 

says covenant is more important than 

creed. Maybe that’s why it is 

sometimes a challenge to greet 

Jump to page 5 

http://firstuniv.org/holytension
http://firstuniv.org/holytension
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As a UU 

parent 

and as 

the newly 

hired 

Director 

of Religious Education for 

First Universalist, I am 

inspired by the idea of 

“sharing the good news” 

with our children. I believe 

that our first work, and our 

life’s work, is to learn to love 

and to manifest love in our 

lives and in the world. And 

I’m intrigued by the idea 

that we best support our 

children in their journey 

along the “rainbow path” by 

sharing good news with 

them. 

One place we can see the 

power of good news in 

children’s lives is through 

the lens of environmental 

education. Some programs 

focus on bad news: dying 

polar bears, rising seas, 

overpopulation, scary 

pesticides. Other – fewer – 

programs take a radically 

different approach. They 

take kids into the wilderness 

to climb trees, marvel with 

them under starry skies, and 

encourage them to get 

muddy as they navigate 

riverbanks and explore the 

mystery and wonder of this 

amazing earth. 

The bad news programs use 

fear to motivate. The good 

news programs help kids fall 

in love with the world, and 

trust that the desire to 

protect the planet will 

follow. 

Not surprisingly, children 

who are overwhelmed by 

bad news feel helpless and 

hopeless. But kids who 

know the good news – who 

feel a personal connection to 

the natural world – grow up 

to make a difference. Their 

love of the earth inspires 

them to stand up and 

prevents them from giving 

up. Because they know what 

it feels like to be part of the 

interdependent web of life – 

to be held in the arms of 

nature – they know in their 

bones that it is possible to 

live in harmony with the 

world, that there is cause for 

hope, and that we can and 

must restore our planet to 

health. 

I want our UU children to 

know, firsthand, that it is 

possible to build just and 

loving communities. I want 

them to have the experience 

of being enfolded in the 

loving arms of such a 

community here at First 

Universalist. Let’s share the 

good news of Unitarian 

Universalism with our 

children by including them 

in a faith community that 

loves them unconditionally 

and holds hope for our 

future. Let’s share the good 

news that being human is a 

gift to be savored, that all 

beings are precious, that 

peace is possible. 

Reflecting Pond 

To help be a part of this  

vision for religious 

education at First 

Universalist, contact: 

Lauren@firstuniv.org.  

Helping our Kids Fall in Love With the World 
By Lauren Wyeth, Director of Religious Education 
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I’m considering making some 

major changes in my life, including 

going back to work after being a 

stay-at-home-mom for nine years and selling our 

house so we can move to a neighborhood that’s a 

better fit for our family. While these changes are 

exciting, they also fill me with anxiety.  

And so it was last week when my husband Doug 

and I were standing in our kitchen talking about 

exciting (read: scary) next steps. It’s safe to say I 

was close to tears. What if we take a risk and cross 

a line? What if I get a job, we uproot our family 

and move across town, everything changes, and 

we lose something precious?   

And then I heard my children’s crazy, wild 

laughter coming up from the basement. The kind 

of laughter that is so loud and so complete it 

almost knocks you off your feet. This was a 

moment of conversion for me — a moment when 

my situation stayed the same but my perspective 

changed. In that moment, I realized: there is a 

joyful, powerful love that is ever-present. Bennett 

and Ike’s laughter proclaimed the good news: No 

matter what happens, there is love, there is always 

love, and because there is love, things are going to 

be okay. 

I’m trying to hang on to that moment of clarity, 

when I felt the full reality of a joyful, powerful 

force that calms fears and inspires joy and defeats 

anti-gay marriage amendments. I still have plenty 

of concerns about what the next few months will 

bring, but after being reminded of the good news, 

beyond those fears I have faith. 

Reading Room 

The Clarity of Laughter 

by Sara Smalley, congregant 

Heidi wrote about the Gospel of Love:   

When I was a new mother (after the shock wore off), I  

remember being completely bewildered by how much and 

how wholly I loved my firstborn. I loved her so much that 

when her brother came along I wept because I thought 

there was no way I could love him as much. I also get  

thoroughly exhausted by my kids and yell at them. They’re 

not perfect, but I love them perfectly. My love is unwaver-

ing… What if we claimed that true, perfect love as the good 

news of Unitarian Universalism? You were born. You are 

loved… How would I explain our “gospel” to a stranger? 

Why are we so certain of that love when people with other 

beliefs think that love must be conditional?  

Wells We Did Not Dig 
excerpts from WellsWeDidNotDig.blogspot.com, 

by Rev. Justin Schroeder 

Here is what Rev. Schroeder recently 

wrote about the good news of our faith.  

Naming the Good News: Unitarian Universalists suggest 

that revelation is unfolding, is continuous. God/the Spirit 

of Life/Love is still speaking in the world, through nature, 

poetry, sacred scripture, other human beings, music… We 

believe that truth and wisdom continue to emerge in all 

sorts of places and is not limited to a particular book or 

teaching.  

Claiming the Good News: Love transforms us, and calls 

us into new ways of being, that nothing else does. At the 

end of the day, love is more powerful than fear, or even 

death… If you identify as a Unitarian Universalist, how do 

you name the good news of our faith? What is the good, 

saving news of our Unitarian Universalist tradition? 

Not Hell But Hope 
excerpts from NotHellButHope.blogspot.com, 

by Heidi Mastrud,   

Director of  Congregational Life 

 

 

 

http://nothellbuthope.blogspot.com/2012/03/gospel-of-love.html
http://wellswedidnotdig.blogspot.com/
http://wellswedidnotdig.blogspot.com/2012/01/day-9-of-spiritual-practices-and.html
http://wellswedidnotdig.blogspot.com/2012/01/day-8-of-spiritual-practices-and.html
http://NotHellButHope.blogspot.com
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Putting Our Faith Into Action 

Visit FirstUniv.org/2012EarthDay for forthcoming details, or FirstUniv.org/FIARoundup for ways to get involved 

Farm Co-op Returning  
The Philadelphia Community Farm partnership 

with First Universalist was successful in its 

inaugural season last year, and will return this year 

with full, half and “shared share” options. Learn 

more details as they 

develop at 

firstuniv.org/farm. 

Contact: Judy 

Goebel, jkgoebel@ 

hotmail.com. 

Have You Shared Our Marriage 

Amendment Video? 
Within its first two weeks, our video featuring seven 

First Universalist couples standing on the side of love 

to defeat the marriage prohibition amendment in 

November extended to more than 3,000 viewers. You 

can find it to share at firstuniv.org/MarriageEquality, 

along with several other opportunities to get involved 

with this work, such as an organized phone 

conversation campaign — with training for discussing 

this issue with undecided voters.  

And, read the March 19 Not Hell But Hope blog post 

by Heidi Mastrud, Director of Congregational Life. 

“No single one of us can go out and sweep the state 

with our message, and reach all the voters, and change 

the tide of history by ourselves. We’ve got to do it 

together.” 

AUW Sacred Choices: April 6 
On behalf of women's human rights and reproductive 

justice, and on behalf of our Unitarian Universalist 

faith, please come to the annual rally in support of 

Planned Parenthood on Good Friday. In recent years, 

as many as 1,000 anti-abortion protesters have held all

-day events. Association of Universalist Women’s 

(AUW) Sacred Choices Reproductive Rights team and 

metro UUs have been among a vocal contingent of pro

-choice supporters who show up each year. It's strictly 

non-confrontational and a very positive rally. Now 

more than ever, you are needed to show support. Take 

a long lunch break. Take a human rights day. Planned 

Parenthood would like volunteers to show up for a 

two-hour shift, but you can drop by as well. Shifts 

begin at 8am, and go until 4pm. Sign-up at 

PPAction.org.  

IMPORTANT: Change of Venue. Twin Cities' 

Planned Parenthood Health Care and headquarters is 

 
 
 
 
 

Earth Day 2012 

Harvesting Justice:   
Farm Workers, Food and You 

 

Goals:   
 Educate people about migrant farm worker 

issues and how they connect to immigration and 
the environment 

 Re-conceptualize the environment as more than 
the air we breath, the water we drink, and the 
land we live on to include where we live, work 
and play. 

 Explore the decisions we make and how they 
impact both immigration and the environment 

 Have fun 
 

Sunday, April 22:   Displays, family activities 
Wednesday, April 25: Potluck and Movies  

http://www.firstuniv.org/farm
http://www.firstuniv.org/MarriageEquality
http://nothellbuthope.blogspot.com/2012/03/spring-cleaning.html
http://www.ppaction.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=14102
http://www.ppaction.org/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=14102
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now in its new building at 671 Vandalia Street, St. 

Paul (at Cretin). It is in a neighborhood with very 

little parking, which was by design, partially to 

deter large protests. Public transport and car-

pooling is recommended; take bus #50. The AUW 

Sacred Choices Reproductive Rights team is 

organizing to attend the 10am-Noon shift, and 

attend the Interfaith service. If you’re interested 

in carpooling from church, please contact Cathy 

Apostle, 952-941-0641 or caquilt51@aol.com. 

Details: firstuniv.org/AUWevents. 

Project Homeless Connect: May 14 
Twice each year homeless individuals and 

families are served at the Minneapolis 

Convention Center by volunteers at Project 

Homeless Connect. Hennepin County and the 

City of Minneapolis are partnering with service 

providers, businesses, citizens, and faith 

communities to bring multiple resources to one 

location where people can come to find the 

services they need, such as housing providers, 

employment specialists, medical care, mental 

health care and more. To be successful, 1,200 

volunteers over the age of 18 are needed for the 

day, starting at 9am. One shift ends at 2pm, 

another at 4pm. A training session is required for 

new participants, and recommended for those 

who have not volunteered lately. A training 

session will be held at First Universalist Church 

on May 1, 7-8:30pm. Many others will be held 

throughout the Twin Cities if you cannot attend 

that one. Find details at firstuniv.org/

projecthomeless.  

 

AUW/MUUSJA Voting Rights 

Newcomers are encouraged to join our working group on 

Voting Rights. We meet the third Saturday of each 

month at First Universalist, Room 204, from 9-11 am, 

now through October. (Call Jenny's cell if you can't get in 

the building, 612-386-5724.) We are working to educate 

Unitarian Universalists and our community about the 

harm that would come from the proposal to require 

registered voters to present a state-issued photo ID when 

they vote. It would make it harder to vote for as many as 

700,000 Minnesota voters who do not have a current ID 

or who use Election Day registration, which might be 

eliminated. It’s a special burden on women, who not only 

need a birth certificate but may also need marriage and/

or divorce papers to get a State ID. Visit The Hub on 

Sundays to get literature and an “I Oppose Voter ID” 

button. Invite discussion by wearing the button. Want 

to learn more? AUW/MUUSJA was a state leader in 

demonstrating that a Photo ID is unnecessary, in a 

November 2010 report that showed voter impersonation 

is non-existent. Visit firstuniv.org/votingrights. Contact: 

Carol Johnson, 612-825-3322; Jenny Thomas, 

jjewell.thomas@gmail.com.  

 

Who Needs A Brush With Kindness? 
A Brush with Kindness is a program that helps elders and 

others preserve home ownership. Volunteers are needed 

to partner with home owners who are struggling to 

restore and maintain a safe and decent place to live. 

When basic expenses exceed income month after month, 

year after year, home maintenance is the usual casualty. 

Work dates will be held June 3 and July 13. Home 

maintenance skills are welcome, but not required. If you 

are interested in learning more about this program, 

contact Lisa Sinclair, lpsinclair7982@yahoo.com. This is 

part of our ongoing partnership with Habitat for 

Humanity. Sign up sheets for this program, and summer 

build dates to come, are at firstuniv.org/habitat.  

 
 

 

The Planned 

Parenthood 

headquarters has 

moved from its 

past location.  

http://www.firstuniv.org/AUWevents
http://www.firstuniv.org/projecthomeless
http://www.firstuniv.org/projecthomeless
http://www.ceimn.org/files/Facts%20about%20Ineligible%20Voting%20and%20Voter%20Fraud%20in%20Minnesota_with%20appendix.pdf
http://www.ceimn.org/files/Facts%20about%20Ineligible%20Voting%20and%20Voter%20Fraud%20in%20Minnesota_with%20appendix.pdf
http://firstuniv.org/votingrights
http://www.firstuniv.org/habitat
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Congregational life 

Visit FirstUniv.org/calendar for up-to-date details, and for many more events not described here 

The History of the Afterlife, B.C. 
First Universalist-Secular Bible Study Joint 

Meetup, April 10 and 24, 7:00-8:30pm, Cummins  

Following March’s exploration of our ancient 

ideas of life after death, this month we ask 

what our modern conceptions are of “The 

Afterlife.” Frank Burton, Secular Bible Study co

-organizer, philosopher and scientist at the 

University of Minnesota will lead the 

discussion. Details: firstuniv.org/biblestudy. 

Labyrinth Open Walk  
April 4, 6:30pm - 8:00pm, Social Hall 

Time for Spring Cleaning. Use the peace and 

focus of the Labyrinth to clear the muddle of 

winter cobwebs and allow room for growth of 

new ideas and energies. Walks are individual. 

Come anytime before 7:45. Allow at least 15 

minutes for a full walk. See firstuniv.org/

labyrinth. 

Sober Social Events Starting 
Join other sober adults from First Universalist 

for lunch at a local restaurant on April 29.  If 

there is sufficient interest, we hope to have 

monthly sober events. Meet event host, Tali 

(612-716-4584, well0206@umn.edu), at The 

Hub, 12:30. Or contact heidi@firstuniv.org. 

Chi-Gung 
Join us on Wednesday mornings from 10-

11:30am in the Cummins Room to stretch high 

and reach deep, to ground in your energy and 

celebrate the gift of life. Through May 2. 

 

Beyond the Bucket List 
April 24, 7pm, Cummins Room 

At your 75th birthday party, 

what will people say about you? 

What legacy do you intend to 

leave: personally, professionally, 

communally? If it’s been awhile 

since you've assessed your life’s 

arc in this way, long-time First 

Universalist member George Dow wants to help you 

create a road map of spiritual and experiential 

significance, beyond your bucket list. He is a career 

transition consultant in private practice. This session 

will help you envision your preferred future, and 

how you might get there from here. What makes 

sense for you to continue to do? What do you need 

to adjust? Sponsored by the First Universalist 

Congregational Care program. Details: firstuniv.org/

bucketlist. 

 

 

 

FIND MORE EVENTS AT FIRSTUNIV.ORG 

Celebrate Our Good Goodbye  
With Rev. Kate Tucker 

 

Wednesday, April 11 (10am) 

Thursday, April 12 (7pm) 

Sunday, April 29 (12:45pm) 

 

Bring your thoughts, your hopes,  

maybe even a favorite poem to share.  

FirstUniv.org/GoodGoodbye. 

http://www.firstuniv.org/biblestudy
http://firstuniv.org/labyrinth
http://firstuniv.org/labyrinth
http://firstuniv.org/bucketlist
http://firstuniv.org/bucketlist
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Children, Youth and Families 

Recycling Fundraiser for YCE 
The Youth Cultural Exchange (YCE) families are 

having a CD/DVD Sale at church on April 22 and 

April 29, and need donations of your old CDs 

and DVDs. Remember, one person's trash is 

another person's treasure! The funds raised at the 

sale will help to defray travel expenses to bring 

our nine YCE Nicaraguan siblings to Minnesota 

this July.  

Please put donations in the collection box by 

the egg roll counter in the Social Hall throughout 

early April. On April 22 and 29, come to the sale to 

look for those musical gems and classic films to 

round out your collection —and support our UU 

kids and their Nicaraguan siblings at the same 

time. Contact: KarinLarson@msn.com or Jennifer 

Livingston, tjehlhome@gmail.com, 952-922-8638. 

R.E. Orientation and Registration 
There will be a Religious Education orientation on 

April 15 at 10:30am in Room 208. This registration 

session is for new families interested in registering 

their children. No need to RSVP. Childcare will be 

offered in Room 101.  

 

 

 

 

Have You Seen the New Unity Center for 

Youth Leadership Website? 

Check it out!! 

www.unityleadership.org/  

“We are a non-creedal church not because we have 

no beliefs, but because we will not be restrained in 

our beliefs.... We dare not fence the spirit.” --Rev. 

Wallace Robbins 

Last Sunday as we welcomed twenty new 
members into our congregation, I remembered 
how one of my mentors, Rev. Roy Phillips talked 
about the good news of our faith.  It went 
something like this:  

In our culture, our liberal way of religion is 
unique. Our way doesn’t require that we assent to 
a creed, or promise to believe one particular story. 

Some churches do require this. Some churches 
say, “We have the capital-T Truth, and if you’ll 
agree to this truth, you're welcome to come into 
our circle and we’ll love one another.” In other 
words, truth comes first, and love is second. 
 
Our way is different. We say “Come as you are. 
You don’t have to get the Truth on straight 
first. Come as you are, come into this circle of 
love, and we’ll work on the truth together. You 
have a piece of the truth, and I have a piece of the 
truth, and when we share these, a larger truth 
emerges. In our tradition, we say ‘Love first, truth 
second.’” 
 
Here we are never finished discovering truth. 
Truth evolves in and among us. This is the 
experiment in religious community we enter when 
we join this congregation. For me, this has always 
been the good news. Or no… it’s the great news. 
Truly great. Blessings to you all, 
Kate 

Living in the  

Cycle of Life 
by Rev. Kate Tucker 

mailto:KarinLarson@msn.com
http://www.unityleadership.org/
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Worship Life 

Why should I wish to see God better 

than this day? I see something of 

God each hour of the twenty-four, and each moment 

then, In the faces of men and women I see God, and in 

my own face in the glass, I find letters from God dropt 

in the street, and every one is sign’d by God’s name, 

And I leave them where they are, for I know that 

where-soe’er I go, Others will punctually come forever 

and ever. 

In this beautiful passage from Leaves of Grass, 

Walt Whitman points to a central theme of the 

Transcendentalist movement, one that deeply 

shapes our worship every Sunday. Those “shape 

shifting” writers, thinkers, educators, ministers, 

community builders and community leavers of 

the early 1800s, challenged the status quo of 

church life. They said that the ability to discern 

and make connection with the original source of 

truth is hardwired into every one of us. 

Real religion is experience and the gospel (or 

good news) is found everywhere: “I find letters 

from God dropt in the street, and every one is 

sign’d by God’s name.” 

Our forbearers challenged the notion that the 

Bible was the only source of authority for divine 

revelation. This is why you hear poetry read in 

our worship service as sacred scripture. This is 

why we pay attention to the lyrics of a song or 

the shape of melody. We exclaim, “Revelation is 

not sealed,” and then we take a walk down the 

street, or sit quietly in the sanctuary looking for 

letters. 

Worship Arts 
by Ruth MacKenzie,  

Director of Worship Arts 

Bread, Bread, and 

Gluten-free Bread 

Remember last year’s 

special Easter/Passover 

celebration about the 

Road to Emmaus? Bring your family and friends 

again to our April 8 all-ages service for a similar 

storytelling service. Please bring a loaf of bread to 

share. After both services we will join in the Social 

Hall for fellowship and the sharing of bread. Tables 

will be set out to receive your offering before each 

service. Many of us are unable to 

eat wheat, so alternatives are 

appreciated! Food that is not eaten 

will be brought to Simpson 

Housing, a shelter for the 

homeless, following the service. 

Do You Love to Sing? 

Perhaps you haven’t had time to commit to singing 

regularly in the adult choir. Or you have a friend 

who might enjoy a one-time opportunity.  

Sing With Choir On Mother’s Day — Come sing 
John Rutter's Gloria on Mother's Day, May 13. This 
is an exciting piece with orchestra (click here to 
listen). We'd like 75 singers. It's very rhythmic and 
great fun to sing. Good for your vitality, health, 
and well being! Rehearsals are Wednesdays, 8-
9pm, until April 17, when they will be 7-9pm. Sat-
urday, May 12, rehearsal with brass and percussion 
ensemble, 10am to Noon. Sunday performance, 
May 13, 8-12:15 (two services). 

Intergenerational Choir — Bring your entire 
family! Adults and youth are invited to join with 
the Children's Choir and perform on June 3 at 
Flower Communion. Children's Choir alumni and 
their families are welcome. Rehearsals begin  
Sunday, April 15, 10:30am in the Cummins 
Room. You do not need to read music to partici-
pate. Contact: Mary Bohman, mary@firstuniv.org. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDgvZEjpSjI&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDgvZEjpSjI&feature=related
mailto:mary@firstuniv.org
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Envisioning Our Future 

Visit FirstUniv.org/board and FirstUniv.org/StrategicPlanning for ongoing information 

By Kathy Coskran, Board of Trustees President 

April hath put a spirit of youth in everything.  

— William Shakespeare 

There is an inherent youthfulness in April, a 

brightness, an expectation of spring. We Minnesotans 

are an optimistic bunch — we cherish April even if 

there is still frost on our windshields. That the days 

are longer is sometimes all the youthful good news we 

get in April, but what good news that is! This year of 

the mild winter and early spring is especially welcome, 

which may be why our worship focus this month — 

good news — feels so right to me.  

The good news is the love and support I feel sitting in 

the quiet of the Sanctuary on Sunday morning just 

before Justin or Kate sounds the bell. The good news is 

the First Universalist Marriage Prohibition 

Amendment video reaching as many people as it is. 

The good news is the stunning art displays in the 

Social Hall month after month, witness to the beauty 

and creativity of the human spirit. The good news is 

our choir of 50+ members raising their voices in 

glorious song. The good news is the deep listening of 

my small group. The good news is Kate’s good 

goodbye. I can’t imagine First Universalist without 

her, but know she will hold our tremendous love and 

gratitude in her heart. The good news is the post-its 

throughout the church last month, in which 

congregants spread their own inspired words, witness 

to why we are here. 

I could go on with my good news — and you could 

add your own. There is so much that goes on here that 

is more good news than any one person can be aware 

of. In fact, I’d love to hear your good news story at 

First Universalist (kac1122@aol.com). 

I almost added that the good news is that we are 

working well on the Strategic Plan — which we are — 

but I have to admit that we may not meet our goal of 

presenting a final draft to the congregation at the 

Annual Meeting in June. I am still hopeful that we will 

make that deadline, but the Strategic Planning Team 

feels it is more important (obviously!) to get it right, 

which includes board and congregational feedback on 

a first draft, and sufficient time to absorb what we 

hear and to make changes as appropriate. 

Well, the good news is the days are still getting longer 

and spring is on its way! 

visitors in the Social Hall, and to open up the 

doorway of conversation to people who are 

exploring their own spirituality.  

We are on a spiritual journey as a congregation. 

We are learning how to speak our good news, and 

we’re practicing talking about it with our 

Welcome Visitors teams... with our “Invite a 

Friend” experiment last fall... by engaging more 

deeply with our Small Groups... by offering some 

of our voices on the “Marriage Amendment” video 

(firstuniv.org/MarriageEquality) and committing 

ourselves to share it with undecided voters. We 

are learning to spread our message of love and 

hope with the wider world. 

In April and May, we will begin Sharing Our Good 

News. Come join us. 

“Thousands of candles can be lit from a single 

candle, and the life of the candle will not be 

shortened. Happiness never decreases  

by being shared.” — Buddha 

Overview continued from page 1 

http://firstuniv.org/MarriageEquality
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Congregational Care 

We hold in our thoughts and prayers 

For congregational care,  

contact: Rev. Kate Tucker, 

ktucker@firstuniv.org, x103 

Sandy DiNanni, 

sandy@firstuniv.org, x125 

Ruth MacKenzie and her family. Ruth’s father, who 

had been receiving hospice care, died Feb. 24. 

Sean Brown's father and Denise Konen's father-in

-law, David Schoening, who died of a heart attack at 

his home in Appleton, Wisconsin, Feb. 18. 

Judy Ostendorff and Ron Jensen and their family, 

following the death of Judy's mother, Alice, who 

died peacefully on Feb. 28 at age 94.  

Nadine Healy, mother of John Healy, mother-in-

law of Krista Post, and grandmother of Ethan and 

Anya Healy, who died of a massive stroke in 

February. Memorials to Second Harvest Food Shelf. 

Linda Kelly's mother, Margaret, age 92, who had a 

stroke in mid-February, and is hospitalizedin Iowa.  

Arlene Jacobson, who is now living with her son 

and daughter-in-law, Doug and Kennifer Thompson. 

She would appreciate cards and visits. If you are 

interested in visiting her, please contact Margit 

Berg, margitkb@comcast.net 

Amy Slusser and Jessy Schrandt, who announced 

the birth of Lee Jacob on Feb. 18. Lee is welcomed by 

big sister Maya and big brother Benjamin. 

 

NOTE that most of our Congregational Care items 

dealing with illnesses and surgeries are not in the 

online version of the newsletter  for privacy reasons. 

You can get updates in the Caring Corner flyers at 

church, by picking up a print version of the 

newsletter at The Hub in the Social Hall, or 

participating as a member of CyberCoffeehour (see 

firstuniv.org home page button). 

 

 

Sunday Flower Donations 
Donating flowers for a Sunday service is a great way to 

commemorate a special occasion or honor an individual 

or event. A member of the Visual Arts Committee will 

arrange the flowers, which will be yours to keep after the 

service. Contact: pfoulkes@me.com. 

 

Some of the New Information at 

FirstUniv.org 
 

/AUWEvents — for ongoing activities with the 

Association of Universalist Women, including 

April 6 reproductive rights counter-rally 

/holytension — revisit March sermons 

/DRE — learn more about our new Director of 

Religious Education Lauren Wyeth 

/FIAroundup — ongoing Faith in Action initi-

atives 

/Habitat — April 5 and 14 builds to close out 

season, new Brush With Kindness program 

/Farm — community farm shares start April 26 

/ProjectHomeless — upcoming training for 

May 14 Project Homeless Connect at Conven-

tion Center 

/EarthDay2012 — upcoming plans for April 22 

and 25 festivities 

/MarriageEquality — ongoing phone banking 

and other initiatives to defeat the November 

marriage prohibition amendment 

mailto:pfoulkes@me.com
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Our Prairie Star District 

Award Winner 

First Universalist’s Emily 

Sylvestre has been chosen as 

the Youth Social Justice Award 

winner for the Prairie Star 

District, which pays tribute to 

someone who “witnesses to the 

ideals of social justice and responsibility so 

important to our UU heritage.” Last year, during 

the senior high curriculum on homelessness, 

Emily facilitated the class sessions, steered youth 

through decisions about project ideas, and 

ultimately was the lead planner and organizer for 

a festive dinner event for formerly homeless 

guests and their caseworkers.  

Prairie Star District Meeting in April 
Join fellow UUs the weekend of April 13-15 in 

Bloomington for the Prairie Star District Annual 

Conference, which will address the challenging 

theme, “Lessons From War & Peace: Stories of 

Hope, Faith, and Courage.” If you’d like to be a 

delegate, contact Heidi@firstuniv.org by April 8. 

For more information, visit www.psduua.org/

AnnualConference2012. Registration is open now. 

To learn more from a First Universalist 

congregant, contact Bill Elwood (Prairie Star 

District treasurer), wkelwood@aol.com. 

News on Our Pledge Campaign! 
To date, we have received over $910,000 in 

pledges. Of that amount, nearly $45,000 are new 

pledges! Thank you to everyone who has made 

a pledge. There are still 150 pledging units that we 

have not heard from this year. As a gentle 

reminder, you can make a pledge online at 

FirstUniv.org/pledge or you can contact Brad 

Schmidt at 612-825-1701, x100. 

 

2012 General Assembly, June 20-24 
The annual national gathering of Unitarian 

Universalists will meet in Phoenix, focused on 

providing multiple ways of engaging in justice 

work. Joining with the people of Arizona, we will 

worship, witness, learn and work together. We 

will leave General Assembly grounded in our 

faith, energized for justice and with resources to 

bring this work home to our congregations. 

Housing sign-ups have begun. If you want to be a 

delegate or attend, contact Debra@firstuniv.org, 

612-825-1701 x 106. Questions? Contact Ginny 

McAninch, ginny.mc1947@gmail.com. Learn more 

at UUA.org/GA. 

 

Considering Membership at First U? 

Details: firstuniv.org/membership 

Choosing membership at First Universalist is a 

public declaration and a spiritual commitment to 

support this congregation and allow the community 

to support you. Membership is available to all, ages 

14 and up, who are aligned with the mission, vision, 

and values of this church. Although most programs 

at the church are accessible to non-members, 

becoming a member gives you voting rights and 

access to our great network of congregational care.  

How Can I Learn More?  

First Step is a brief overview of what our community 

has to offer. This session is especially for visitors and 

newcomers. The next sessions will be held April 1 

and 15 following each service. No sign up is 

necessary. To reserve childcare: Lily@firstuniv.org.  

Pathways to Membership Class 

This class is for those new to Unitarian Universalism 

and/or First Universalist Church, and is a 

requirement for those who wish to become 

members. Next class: Saturday, May 12, 9:00am-

1:00pm. Register: Sandy@firstuniv.org. Free childcare 

available on request. 

http://www.psduua.org/AnnualConference2012
http://www.psduua.org/AnnualConference2012
mailto:wkelwood@aol.com
http://firstuniv.org/pledge
http://www.uua.org/ga
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If you want a print 

version, contact 

sandy@firstuniv.org, 

612-825-1701 x125. Or 

pick up a print copy 

at The Hub. The 

online color version 

at firstuniv.org/ 

newsletter has live 

links. 

Director of Finance/Administration 

Susan Claeys x104 

Office Manager 

Trish Greene x145 

Assistant Finance Administrator 

Brad Schmidt x100 (Interim) 

Facility Manager 

Tracy Van Epps x117 

Senior Cleaning Custodian 

Tim Ewing 

Sound System Operator 

David Kellermann 

Director of Congregational Life 

Heidi Mastrud x124 

Director of Religious Education 

Lauren Wyeth x111 

Senior Minister 

Reverend Justin Schroeder x102 

Associate Minister 

Reverend Kate Tucker x103 

Intern Minister 

Ralph Krog x120 

Minister Emeritus 

Reverend John Cummins 

Director of Faith in Action 

Debra Rodgers x106 

Communications Coordinator 

Mikki Morrissette x110 

Membership Support 

Sandy DiNanni x125 

 

 

Youth and Young Adult 

Ministries Coordinator 

Katie Heaton x109 

Program Assistant/Childcare Provider 

Lily Franz x107 

2 & 3 year-old Teacher 

Emily Christie x111 

Director of Worship Arts 

Ruth MacKenzie x127 

Music Director 

John Jensen 

Choral Director 

Randal Buikema 

Children’s Music Coordinator 

Mary Bohman 

In the Universalist spirit of love and hope, we give, receive and grow. First 

Universalist Church of Minneapolis (612-825-1701, firstuniv.org) 
First Universalist Church of Minneapolis 

3400 Dupont Avenue South 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55408 

Office hours 

Monday - Thursday: 8:30am-8 pm 

Friday: 8:30am-4 pm 

Saturday: Closed 

Sunday: 9 am-1 pm 

Contact information 

Phone: 612-825-1701 

Fax: 612-825-8879 
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Return 

Service-

Requested 

• Next newsletter 

deadline: April 9 

• Visit Facebook.org/

FirstUniv 

• Weekly e-news --  

subscribe via 

sandy@firstuniv.org  

• Cyber Coffeehour -- 

groups.yahoo.com/

group/

CyberCoffeehour/ 

 

 

http://www.firstuniv.org/newsletter
http://www.firstuniv.org/newsletter

